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BOOK  I— CHAPTER  I. 


SOODRA   DIVISION. 
NULVALAULUR  OR  AGRICULTURAL  TRIBE. 


Tlie  Bialimin  liaving;  sprung  from  tlio  head  of  Brah- 
ma; the  Scli.'ilviya  from  his  arms;  llie  Vysia  from  his 
thighs,  so  the  Soodras  sprung  from  liis  feel.  In  llie  di- 
vision of  caslcs  llie  Soodras  form  the  fourth  class  and 
exceed  in  number  tlie  three  first  castes  collectively. 
Among  :ill  nations,  imdcr  every  form  of  government,  and 
in  all  religions  the  sacerdotal  caste  have  always  nsiivp- 
cd  the  chief  rank  in  the  scale  of  conventional  superio- 
rity— as  sjuril  is  superior  to  matter,  so  they  argue,  are 
Triests  superior  to  Laymen.  Leaving  therefore  this 
clavs  out  of  the  question,  the  Hindoo  people  in  common 
villi  the  other  civilised    nations  of  the  earih,  are   com- 

fiosed  of  three  classes,  the  higher  the  middle  and  the 
otter.  In  the  Soodra  division  exists  the  tw  o  latter  class- 
es, the  middle  and  lower— at  once  the  riches  and  indus- 
try of  the  land.  As  in  nobility  there  exists  different 
orders,  so  the  Schalriyas  are  tile  nobles  of  the  first  order 
and  the  Vysias  of  the  lowest.  The  Soodras  are  decidedly 
Plebean :  neither  wealth,  honors  nor  talents,  can  advance 
them  to  the  Patrician  ranks.  The  law  in  this  respect 
like  that  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  altcreth  not. 

These  few  remarks  have  been  hazarded,  to  shew  the 
reader  that  the  Soodra  Caste  is  composed  of  what  Eu- 
ropeans call  the  middle  and  lower  classes  :  they  cultivate 
the  soil;  in  their  hands  flourish  the  trades  and  manu- 
factures of  the  land ;  they  navigate  the  seas  and  contri- 
bute by  their  labor  to  augment  the  wealth  and  resources 
of  the  Empire.  Hence,  this  class,  the  most  numerous 
and  the  most  industrious ;  the  most  wealthy  and  the 
most  intelligent — in  comparison  to  their  numerical 
■  Irength,  have  peculiar  claims  on  the  consideration  of 
the  illustrious  Nation  into  whose  hands  Providence  has 
committed  the  destiny  of  this  extensive  and  splendid  Em- 
Jiirc. 

Among  the  Soodras  there  are  four  divisions  and  these 
are  subdivided  again  into  55  Castes. 

The  first  division  composed,  j)f  the  following  tribes. 

1  Nulvalaulur.  '     '    '  f  ''     /3  Tooloovur     and 

2  Karacanllar,    "  4   Agumoodiar  or  Moo- 

deliar. 
arc  of  the  highest  respectability.     A  kind  of  small  gen- 
try, they  are   the  connecting     link   between    aristocracy 
and  democracy.     These  four   tribes   are   all    styled  Moo- 
delliars. 

The  !2d  Division  is  composed  of  the  following  tribes. 


The  last 
clean. 


called  the  Suncara  Casle  is  considered  un 


5  Kulcaracavaray. 
(J  Valial  Cavaray. 

7  Pavala-cavaray. 

8  LInga  Bulzee. 

9  Velum  Bulzee. 

10  Mootlarasoo. 

1 1  Cummavauroo. 

12  Dasoory  Reddy. 
1.3  Moocluyer. 

14  Noaccur. 

15  Maneyacara  Yadier. 


16  Auttedier.       f 
Maultedier,    >  Yedier. 
Nauttedier.     j 

17  Kilaurigul. 

18  Nuiidacooiattar. 

19  Kunnedier. 

20  Puiiiiarum. 

21  Satliany. 

22  Caiiaccur. 

V!3  Seer  Canaccur,     and 
24  Sarattoocanaccur. 


The   3d   of  the   following. 

25  Kyccalavour. 

V6  .Salavalloo. 

27  Sanyer  or  Jandaraver. 

»8  Tliuttaur. 

29  Caroomaur. 


and    Kul- 


30  Thuclier 
llmcher. 

31  Cannaur — Seppoo 
Caonaur. 

32  Slhapalhey. 


3i  Vanver. 

34  Pullegul. 

35  RungaraBOO, 
3G  Voachur. 

.37  Sannaur. 
38  Vulloovaur. 
H9  Puneychavour. 

40  Ambutton. 

41  Vannaur. 

42  Boyegul. 

43  Voopperaver. 

44  Vodder. 


45  Cooravur. 
40  V'adur. 
47  Lumbady, 
4S  Mullor. 

49  I'altanavour  Carriaur. 

50  Barrier. 

51  Vetteyar. 

52  Luckelegul. 

53  Thoolooccur, 

54  Jonagur.         and 

55  Casawye. 


The  Nulvalaulurs  rank  themselves  at  the  head  of  the 
fourth  grand  division  into  which  the  Hindoos  are  clas- 
sified, because  say  they,  being  the  offspring  of  Brahma's 
feet,  they  have  been  favored  with  the  Alashicodee — flags 
representing  the  implements  of  husbandry,  and  have 
the  exclusive  right  of  pursuing  Agriculture  in  all  its 
various  branches.  The  Nalvalaulurs  are  a  class  of  gen- 
tleman farmers,  having  husbandmen  under  them  who 
perform  the  various  operations  of  tillage  and  the  menial 
offices  appertaining  to  the  farm-yard. 

The  Nulvalaulurs  do  not  differ  much  from  the  Boo 
Vysias,  in  their  customs  and  ceremonies.  In  fact,  a  book 
enthledSalepeda-kut  or  "Division  of  Castes" — places  the 
Nulvalaulurs  and  a  few  others  of  the  Soodra  tribe  among 
the  Vysia  caste.  The  proper  Soodras,  it  says,  are  the 
class  on  whom  devolve  all  the  lower  offices  of  life  ;  who 
are  bound  to  serve  the  Vysias  during  their  public  ceremo- 
nies, w  hether  of  a  joyful  or  mournful  nature  and  who  are 
incapable  of  raising  themselves  toany  superiorrank.*  But 

•  According  to  the  authority  o(iheSate-peda-kul  thePoodras  are 
distinguished  into  two  separate  branches  or  orders,  the  one  includ- 
ing all  the  tribes  of  domestic  servants,  Kudimakkel;  and  the 
other  alt    the  tribes  of  town  servants. 

The  domestic  servants  according  to  the  "  Division  of  Castes" 
are  eighteen  in  number,  and  are  arranged  as  follows  : 

1  Navider,  Barbers 

2  Oaihei,  Heralds  who  announce  weddings  and  deaths 


These  five  classes  are  com- 
monly denominated  Kammal- 
ler,  i.  e,  craftsmen,  and  have 
the  title  of  Assary  annexed  to 
their  proper  names. 


.3  Kaller,  Blacksmiths 

4  Tattai",  Goldsmiths 

5  Kannar, »  Brass  founders 
C  'fateher,  Carpenters 
■7  Sipper,  Masons 
8  Valayer,  Game  keepers 
y  Paner,  Tailors 

10  Cheku  vaniyer.  Oil  makers 

11  Elai  vaniyer.  Betel  venders 

I'i  Chun'ambu  vaniyer,  Lime  burners 

13  Kavilpalli,   Watchmen 

14  Pumalakarer,  those  who  sell  garlands  of  flowers 

15  Vettiyan,  those  who  burn  dead  bodies 

16  Kusaver,  Potters 

1 7  Virakudivan,  those  who  blow  Chanks 

18  Vannar,  NVashcrmcn  f 

'  This  tribe  is  again  sulxlivided  into  two  cLvises,  one  eallnl  Kult.-l 
Kannar.  from  their  working  the  metal  hy  l>eatin!;  it  out  with  a  hammer, 
au'l  the  other  Vappu  Kanuar,  from  their  melting  and  castinp  raetal  in 
the  mould, 

+  There  are  four  subdivisions  amnn;?  the  Vannar ;  viz. 

1  Vet  Vannar,  who  wash  for  the  hi^n  castes. 

2  Nila  Vannar,  who  dye  !)Iue   cloths, 

3  Chaya  Vannar.  who  dye  red  cloths, 

4  Turuml>a  Vannar,  who  wash  for  the  low  castes. 


HINDOO    CASTES. 


this  question  is  a  miitliT  of  controversy.  Tlioiigli  there 
exists  no  (lilVerence  between  the  oiisioms  iiml  ceremonies 
of  the  Nnlvjtliuilers  ami  Boo  Vysiiis  yel  llie  hilter,  recog- 
nise, ami  llle  former  ailniit  lllemselves  to  lie  Sooilras  — 
but  of  llie  very  lii!,'lie--t  rank.  Followinij  the  eslablish- 
eil  and  ancient  order  of  caste-*,  »e  (irocci'd  to  observe 
thai  llie  Niilvalunlnrs  are  also  commonly  called  OVii^'icoo- 
liidi/Hil,  or  otlsprinj;  of  the  river  ti.inj;«'s,  and  an'  llio 
nri^^inal  ntitive^i  of  Thonda  Mundalam  or  Camhee  Muii- 
dalam. 

The  ancient  Hindoo  Sovereigns  conferred  on  tluni 
thirly-tHO  Biroodoos,  i.  e.  Fi^'iircs  invcvihed  on  iluir 
flags,  and  the  garlands  of  lloiveis  worn  hy  lliem  are  made 
o(  ocj/inum  nancluiii,  ni/mphtva  nelumbo,  Jasmiiiiiin  i;ia>uii- 
Jiorum,  elceleni.  Being  farmers;  and  India  in  former 
times  having  had  no  t-iwns — wherever  thue  was  a  vil- 
lage, the  Nnlvalanlurs  were  the  head  inhabitants  of  ihe 
place — all  other  classes  being  subordinate  to  them  in  dig- 
nity, rank  and  station. 

Thev  had  moreover  the  di.-'ingiii<hed  jirivileijc  of 
being  present  at  the  coronation  of  their  kings  and  taking 
ii  part  in  the  cerenioniis  connected  therewilh.  The  of- 
ficiating priest  received  from  their  hands  the  Kerridon 
with  which  they  crowned  the  sovereign. 

The  Nulvalaulurs  were  the  patrons  of  the  learned  of  In- 
dia :  they  took  a  pride  in   being   surrounded   by   Poets — 


Scholars,  AstVonomers  and  men  cclidnnlcd  for  geiiins  nnd 
lalcnis.  Tlie  far-l'iinied  poet  Caiiibeii,  experienced  large- 
ly of  their  libcralilv. 


A  few 


I'lll  I'AUATIoNS    fll:iOIlK    .ACCOCCMll-MIiNT. 


I.ivs  bcfori'  coulincnicnl,  Ihe  woman  is  given 
over  in  chart;c  to  ihe  family  midwife,  and  a  number  of 
'Soitmiiiix'ilii/n'xm-  niarrieil  women  are  invileil  lo  allej\d 
upon  her.  When  the  hour  of  travail  iliaws  nigh  the  hus- 
band with  a  few  particular  friends,  relatives  and  Brah- 
mins, assemble  in  aiiotlier  apartim  nl. 

The  ladic.^  in  the  wife's  apartment  are  provided  wilh 
a  lime  each,  which  lluy  are  lo  lluuw  into  Ihe  adjoining 
room  —  where  the  men  are  in  alleiulance, — the  moment 
Ihe  child  is  delivered.  By  this  means  lliey  asecrlain  liie 
precise  hour  and  minute  of  the  child's  birlli  wliich  dala 
enable  them  lo  calculate  its  nativity. 

The  room,  after  delivery,  being  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  ihe  lather  and  the  male  members  of  tin-  family,  ihe 
company  severally  make  presents  to  the  midwife  from 
half  a.  rupee  to  3i  rupees  according  lo  their  eireuin- 
.slances.  The  midwife  wilhoiit  receiving  this  fee  will 
not  cut  the  iimbilicnl  cord  ;  when  this  is  done  ihe  father 
in  obedience  lo   the  Shastras   bathes,    without   divesting 


The  town  servants  are  in  order  as  follows  ; 

1  Sulupper,  WuuUeu  drapers 

2  Karci\as 


The  different    tribes    of    fishers    and 
buatmen,  and  which  are  couimouly  call- 
ed   kuru   kulaiu  :    that   is,   the  progeny 
the  planet  kuru,  or  Jupiter. 


3  Paravas* 

4  Pallauever 

5  Palli  villi 

6  Sempadcvet 

7  Timilcr 

8  Mukiar 

9  Paraiubcr 

10  Vadcr,  Huntsmen 

11  Muchchiycv,  I'aiulers 

12  K'uavcr,  Basket  iixLkcvs 
J 3  Iruler,  Woodmen 

14  Arippcr,  bifters 

15  Ureikarer,  Seabbaril  makers 

It)  Maiultmer,  Medical  practitioners 
J7  Talhcr,  Stajje  players 
18  Kalaycr,  Rope  dancers 

•  In  the  mythological  origin  of  the  Tamul  race  the  I'aravas,  or  as 
classieallT  spi-ll  l'arauhuv.-is.  arc  fabled  to  have  sprung  from  the  sacred 
pool  called  ijaravana  at  the  same  time  with  the  god  Skanda  swami,  and 
to  have  been  nursed  by  the  constellation  Kartika.  In  the  Maha  Uharata 
and  other  Purauas,  the  name  of  Paratthavas  occurs  in  various  places,  and 
we  are  informed  that  about  the  period  of  the  reign  of  SiSTANi;,  one  of 
the  kin"S  of  the  lunar  race  who  kept  his  court  at  Hastinapuri,  the  coasts 
along  tire  banks  of  the  river  Yamuna  were  inhabited  by  people  of  this 

The  Paravas  are  divided  into  thirteen  classes  very   little  differing  from 

each  other,  namelv,  ,      t^     ,, 

The  first  class— chiefly  headmen,  who  bear  the  title  of  "  Don  grant- 
ed to  them  from  Portugal,  and  are  distinguished  from  the  rest  by  their 
■wearing  a  gold  chain,  and  cross  about  their  neck. 

The  second  class  are  dealers  in  cloth,  and  intermarry  with  none  but  the 
preceding  class. 

The  third  class,  are  Divers  for  coral . 

The  fourth  class,  are  Meiriners,  or  Sailors,  who  serve  in  Sloops  and 
Barks.  „      ,  „ 

The  fifth  class,  are  divers  for  Pearl  Oysters. 

The  sixth  class  are  divers  for  Chanks. 

The  seventh  class  arc  employed  in  picking  up  cloth  for  carriage. 

The  eighth  class  are  fishers,  who  catch  Tortoises. 

The  ninth  class  are  lisheis,  who  catch  Poipoises. 

The  tenth  class  are  fishers,  who  catch  shaiks  and  other  fish. 

The  eleventh  class  are  Palanquin  bearers. 

The  twelfth  class  are  peons,  or  soldiers,  who  attend  on  the  person  of 
the  chief. 

The  thirteenth  class  are  fishers  who  catch  crabs. 

The  chief  of  the  Paravas  resides  at  Tutccoryn,  and  under  the  Dutch 
government  he  enjoyed  many  important  privileges  with  the  rank  and 
title  of  piiuce. 


The  different  tribes  of    woavorfi,    including 
lower  and  higher  orders. 


19  Ondipili,  Snake  dancers 

SK)  Yalpaner,  Lyrists 

'21    Paiikiilattur,  Horse   grooms 

'22  Tanakarer         >  i-i     i      ,  , 

23  Mavutler  \  tlephant  keepers 

21  Chanilar*  ^      The    different    tribes   of   people    einploy- 

25  Kadeyer  \  cd  in  dislilling  toddy  and  iu   mauut'acturiiig 

2(i  Nalawer  \  coaisc  sugar. 

27  Eeluver,  .\nack  distillers  or  brewers 

28  Chayekaicr,  Dyers 

Boortr""''?^-'"^'^^- 

31  Uppalaver,  Salt  makers 

:r2  Seder  -^ 

3^  ■'-eiiiyer 

S4  Koliyer 

3o  Kaiknlor 

86  Saliyer  -' 

37  Koviycr,  Slaves  of  Ihe  higher  order 

.?8   Maraver,  iMakeis  of  dry    measures 

39  Paivaniyer,  Mat  makers 

4U  f'hiviya'r,  Palanquin  bearers 

4'    Valluver,  Soothsayers 

42  Chakiliyer   >  shoemakers 

43  Seminar        S 

44  Parrayer,  Tom  torn  beaters 

45  Paller,  Ploughmen  of  the  lower  order. 

Besides  the  foregoing  divisions  and  subdivisions  into  tribes  and 
castes,  the  Tamul  nation  in  general  is  divided  into  two  factions,, 
denominated  Valang  kaiyer  or  right  hand  castes,  and  Idung  kaiyer 
or  left  hand  castes :  the'  toimer  comprising  all  the  agricultural 
tribes,  and  the  latter  all  the  trading  and  manufacturing  tribes. 
These  parties  arc  stated  to  have  originated  in  the  time  ol  a  certain 
king  of  Solainanadalam,  and  are  kept  up  till  this  day.  They  have 
often  been  the  .cause  of  Idoodshed,  iu  their  vindicating,  with  a  ta- 
natical  fury,  the  piivileges  and  prerogatives  of  their  respective 
castes. 

•  The  original  countrv  of  the  Chandar  or  Shanar  is  said  to  have 
been  Senkuvalei  Nadu.    Tney  arc  subdivided  into  seven  classes  ;  vu. 

1  Veian  chanar,  or  husbandmen. 

2  Katpura  chanar,  or  dealers  m  small  wares. 
SKalla  chanar,  or  potters. 

4Eeku  chanar,  or  bullock  drivers. 

.■iTennamatte  chanar,  or  toddv  drawers  from   Cocoanut  tiees. 
BPaneroatte  chanar,  or  t()drt\  drawers  from  Palmyra  trees. 
TPallavaraye  chanar,  or  palanquin  bearers. 


NULVALAULUR. 

Bool:  1:PU>uU  7. 
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HINDOO    CASTES. 


liimsol  f  of  liis  ganncnl  :  after  liis  bath  he  iicrfoims  in  Ihe 
presence  of  llie  Bralitnins  ihc  Auvngtaiia pooja'  ami  xvor- 
ships -SooirnmHWHy  ihe  tulelnr  ikity  of  the  NiilvaUiulars  : 

he  likewise  adores  his  household  gods  ;  then  bestows  on 
the  poor  gifts  of  paddy  and  coins  of  more  or  less  value, 
and  before  drawing    out  the    horoscope,   serves  oul    bee- 

lle-nut,  flowers,  and  sandals  to  all  present. 


On  the  Mill  day  after  the  birth  of  the  child  the 
house  is  smeared  with  cow-dung,  and  '.he  ceremony 
of  ablution  performed.  The  parents  and  the  iiifaii't 
having  all  bathed  they  move  out  of  the  house  in 
jirocession  with  music,  to  visit  their  friends :  on 
this  occasion  they  carry  with  them  a  lot  of  women's 
cloths,     borrowed     from      a     washerman     whieh      the 


of  Kuvc 


•  Navagraga,  means  nine  pliinels  to  wliicli  podja  is  performed  , 
a  short  ucLount  of  these  objects  of  worsiiip  tvoulU  not  he  out  of 
plaii-  here;  it  is eopicd  ftom  Waku  with  some  of  our  own  adiii- 
tions  und  corrections. 

Jiitvee,  the  sun. — Hence  Riivtiaru,  or  Snndat/. 

This  god  is  painted  red.  He  holds  a  lotos  flower  iu  eacli  hand, 
and  rides  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  seven  yellow  horses,  lie  is  said 
to  be  the  son  of  Kushyupu.  the  moonee.  The  image  must  be  as 
hi«:h  twelve  tinkers  in  breadth 

He  is  worshipped  in  the  daily  ceremonies  of  all  the  castes. 
At  the  close  of  the  Gun(;a  snanu  they  make  their  obeisance 
to  this  ^'od  in  a  standing  pusture,  drawing  up  their  joined 
hands  to  the  foreliead,  gazing  at  the  sun,  and  making  proslriiiion  ; 
they  then  turn  round  seven  times,  and  repeat  a  mnntrn,  and  a  form 
of  praise.  On  these  oceasioirs  they  hohl  up  water  in  their  jjined 
hands,  and  then  pour  it  out  to  Ihe  snn.f 

Whrle  bathing  also,  the  Uindflos  repeat  certain  tnunlru~  to  this 
god,  and  bv  repealing  incantations  bring  tlie  waters  of  all  lln-  holy 
(daces  in  tire  heavpn  of  this  god  into  the  place  nhne  they  ai'e 
bathing,  aird  thus  obtain  the  urcrit  of  batih 
but  in  all  the  sacred  tirt'hus,  in  the  heaven 

The  sirn  is  auuually  worsIiipiH'd  on  ttre  (rrst  Sunday  in  the  nioutlr 
of  Maghu.  Tire  ii.-rme  of  Itiis  worslrip  is  called  DiiurrirU'bhaoo,  or 
Sooryu-bhaoo.  Tire  irramiiT.  it  sr-cms,  is  in  somi' ro^'jects  rtillVriMit  in 
iliffereirt  pl.ices.  brrt  in  thi'se  prtrts  the  women  ajipear  to  Ire  the  principal 
actors  iir  lire  worship  ;  though  none  are  exelucled,  and  eveir  Musnhiraiis 
are  so  far  llirrdooi/eu  asto  join  in  the  idolatry.  It  wns  thus  conducted  : 
At  the  dawn  of  the  nro^trin^'  a  i;reat  uurnber  of  ofterini;'*  were  carried  into 
the  open  lield,  ami  placed  iir  a  row.  The  olVerings'  consisted  of  fruits, 
sweetori'ats,  pij;eurrs  and  Itids.  A  sirralt  pot  is  jrlaced  by  each  person's 
offering,  rotrtaininc  about  a  piirt  and  half  of  water.  A  device  irrurte  of  a 
water-plant,  a  species  of  >Iillln!;t<trria,  made  to  rejiresent  the  Sun.  is 
placed  oir  lire  edt.'e  of  the  pot.  arrd  a  snrall  twig  of  the  rnarrgo-tree.  with 
a  few  leaves  on  it  put  into  it,. is  people  iir  Eogland  do  flowers  T'le  pot 
with  all  its  appeudau'cs  represents  the  .Sun,  peihaps  as  the  vivitier  of  ira- 
tnre.  By  each  oflerinf:  .also  is  placed — what  sh.dl  I  call  it.  an  incense- 
altar,  or  censer  .'  It  resembles  a  chafUng-dish,  is  made  of  copper,  and 
stands  upon  a  pedestal  ahoirt  a  foot  long.  It  is  called  dhuonache.  It 
contains  eoals  of  lire,  and  has  a  kind  of  incense  from  time  to  tim.;  tlirowir 
into  it,  principally  the  pitch  of  the  saul-tree,  called  here  dhou;ia.  By 
each  ottering  also  standsa  lamp  which  is  kept  burning  all  day;  ami  the 
women  who  aUn  take  their  station  by  the  oflerings.  At  sun-rise  lliey 
walk  four  times  round  the  whole  rt>w  "of  ofTerings,  with  the  riglit  hand 
towards  thenr.  aird  the  smoking  dhoonache  placed  on  their  lua«;>.  and 
then  resume  their  station  auain.  where  they  r-ontinue  in  .an  erect  posture, 
fasting  Ihe  whide  day,  occasion.allv  throwing  a  little  dhouna  into  the 
dhoonache.  Towards  evr>ning  the  "liralimin  who  attends  the  ceremcmy 
throws  the  pigeons  up  into  the  air  ;  which,  treing  young,  cannot  tly  far, 
and  are  scrambled  for  and  carried  away  by  any  one  who  gets  them  I'or 
the  purpose  of  eating.  The  brahmiir  also  perforates  the  ears  of  the 
kids  with  a  ]iaek-mcdle  ;  after  wlilcli  the  llrst  <vho  touches  them  obtains 
them.  .About  sun-set  the  oirerers  .ag.aiu  take  up  the  smoking  dhoona- 
chees,  and  make  three  more  circuits  round  the  row  of  olTerini:s,  making 
the  whole  number  seven  times  in  tlie  <lay.  1  have  not  learned  the  rea- 
»on  of  this  number,  .\fler  this  each  one  t.lk,'s  up  his  or  her  olTering,  and 
the  lighted  lamp  :  when  the  lamps  are  thrown  into  a  pond,  or  other  placi' 
of  water,  and  each  one  takes  his  .ilTering  home  and  eats  it.  When  tlie 
lamps  aie  extinguished  the  worship  is  ended. 

Soma,  the   Moon.— Hence  Somuvaru,  or  Monday. 

The   imageoflhisgorl  istliatofu    white  man,    dressed  in  white 

k      ?•    .^I'l' l"f  "«'"„'•••"."'"= 's    giving. I  blessing,  and  in  the 

other  he  holds  a  club.     Me  is  drawn  bv  ten  horses,  hut  iu  his  house 

hesitson  the  lotos   llower.     lie   was  born    from    the  sea    of  milk, 

this  image  is  to  be  a  cubit  hitrh. 

The  mother  of  fiuroorn,  wa"  one"  condemned  by  Ihe  curse  of  lier 
son  Urormu  to  serve  her  sister  Kndroo  in  the  capacity  of  a  slave. 
Ourooru,  to  obtain  her  deliverance,  went  and  stole  Chundru  the 
common  nomenclature  of  the  moon,  for  which  act  his  mother 
was  rescued  from    the       curse.     The    bright  parts    of    Ihe   moon 

+  This  act  of  pouring  out  water  as  a  drink-oiTerinc  to  the  sun  nnieirs 
to  resemble  what  is  refatcU  of  the  .Jews  (Jei.  XLiv    iT-ai'.         "ri"""" 


are  said  to  be  filled  wilh  the  water  of  life,  the  food  r.f  the  gods 
and  the  usoorus  promiseil  that  if  Curooru  would  bring  Chuu- 
dru  by  force,  s-r  that  they  might  drink  this  divine  beve- 
rage, his  mother  shoulil  be  delivered  from  the  curse.  lie  brought 
Chundru,  but  while  the  usoorus  were  gone  to  bathe,  to  piepare 
themselves  for  .Irinking  the  beverage,  Tndru  rescued  Chundru, 
anrl  carried  him  oil'. 

A  sacrilice  (vHJnal  is  ordered  to  be  performed  to  Chundru, 
in  the  work  called  Gdhikurunu-mala,  and  the  performer  is  piuniis- 
ed  a  place  in  the  heaven  of  this  goJ,  Chundru-logunr. 

_The  moon,  in  the  Hindoo  mythology,  is  a  god,  uot  a  goddess. 
The  Hindoo  poets  have  representedYhe  heaven  of  Chundru  as  a 
most  delightful  residence,  using  language  something  like  the  beau- 
tiful lines  of  an  English  lady. 

•'  And  oft  I  think,  fair  planet  of  the  night. 
That  in  thy  orb  the  wretched  may  have  rest." 

All  the  Hindoo  ceremonies  are  regulated  by  the  risiu"  or  set 
ting,  the  waxing,  or  waning  of  the  moou.  "' 

A  race  of  Hindoo  kings  are  said  to  have  descended  from  this 
god  by  Hohiucc,*  and  are  called  cbildreu  of  the  moon  TheliiH 
descendant  was  king  Boodhn,     and  the    forty-sixth  Voodhist'hiru. 

the  chiet  names  ot  Chundru  are;  Himangshoo  or  he  whose 
beams  are  cooling.— Chunuru,  or,  he  at  whose  rising 'people  i-e- 
joice.-Indoo,  or,  the  great.- Koomoodubanduvu,  or,  the  fiuend  of 
the  dower  Kuomoolu.t-Vidhoo,  or,  he  who  causes  tlie  gods  to 
drink  the  water  of  life.-Soodhangshoo,  or,  he  whose  li.,ht  is  as  the 
water  ot  lite.— Oshudheesliu,  or,  the  lord  of  medicinal  plants,— 
Nishaputee,  or,  the  hud  of  night. -Ubjn,  or,  he  who  was  born  from 
the  waters.-.loivatriku,  or,  tbe  preserver  of  men.-.Somu.  or  he 
Iron,  whom  the  water  of  life  springs.-Glou,  or,  he  who  decreases 
-Miigeanhu,  or,  he  on  whose  lap  sits  a  dcer.j -Kulanidhee.  or, 
heuih  whom  are  the  kulas.||-Divijuraju,  or,  the  chief  of  Ihe 
braioliuns.-NukshnliasIn,  ..r,  the  lord  of  the  plancts.-Kshu 
pakuru,  or,  he  who  illuni;ne5  the  night. 

Miinyidu,  \  Ma.-s.— Hence  Munytthicara  or   Tuesdmj. 

This  god  is  painted  red  ;  rides  on  a  sheep  ;  wilh  a  red  nerkhe^ 
and  red  garments  ;  he  has  four  aims;  ul '  holds  n  one  ,.,,  U 
we.ipnn  called  sbuktce  :  withanmber  he  is  oivin<.  a  blessin  - 
with  another  forbidding  fear  :  in  Ihe  other  is  a  r^iul  ^  M  „.mi  ^i^ 
called  tlie  son  ol  the  earih  (I'rifhiv  ee).  This  image  is  to  be  ejr 
hngers  breadth  m  height.  '     »  u  ue  iiur 

llnodha,^  Mercnr,j.-Hrnce  lio','lh,n-arn  or  \Vf!d„e^dm,. 

Boo-Iliu  is  painted  yellow  ;  has  four  arms;  in  one  hand  he 
holds  the  discus  in  another  a  club,  in  anutbei-  a  scvmeler.  and  with 
the  fouith  he  gives  a  blessing.  He  rides  on  a  lion';  is  of  a  oiaeiti 
coiintenaiKe;  wears  yellow  garments.  Bootlhn  is  the  son  of 
Chundru.      1  his  imago  is  to  lie  as  small  as  two   tiuL;eis    in  bieadth 

Ihe  loUowing  isan  account  oflhe  birth  of  Boodlii,  •  On  a  cer- 
tan-,  occasion  Viihusputee  made  a  great  feast,  and  invited  all  tbe 
K"''?  ,  '  h'in'lin  was  present  among  the  rest  ;  and  (luriii.-  the  fes- 
tival be  tell  in  love  with  Tara,  the  wife  of  Vrihusputce.  ifot  kn..w- 
iiig  bow  to  gratify  his  passions,  after  his  return  home  he  iiuiied 
\  nhuspulee  to  a  sacrilice,  beggii,..-  hiiii  to  bring  his  wife  with  him 
V  rihuspntee  and  his  wife  proceeded  to  the  palace  if  Chundru  but 
saw  no  prcparati.ms  for  the  s.icriliee.  Vrihusputee  expressin.'-  his 
surprize,  (  hundru  told  him  that  there  was  a  little  delay  and  advis- 
ed hun  to  go  and  perforin  tnpns\a  till  he  was  readv' leavin.'  bis 
wile  at  his  house  \  i-ihospntee  consented,  and  during  bis  absence 
Chundru  dishonoured  the  wife  of  his  gooroo,  or  sidiiiu.i:  >nii.'e 
On  his  return  Vrihusputee  found  his  wife  with   child   by  Chundru 

•  The  lly.ndes.  '  ' 

+  Alter   the  rising  of  the  moon  this  flower  expaiirls 

%  See  a  story  of  the  birth  of  Hoodlm  in  the  rolluwin'g  pnee 

llkula  islhel-IBth  parlof  thedisk  oflhe  m<«m,  vii.  that  ouai.litv 
whieli  it  increase  or  decie.iscs  iu  one  dav.  ' 

?Mur,»iilu  is  also  called  fng.iruku.-or,  he  who  tr.-rv.l^.- Kooiu,  or. 
the  sou  of  the  eanh.-Lohilangu.  or,  the   blood-colou.id 

It  The  meaning  of  Boodhu   is,  the  wise. 


JIINOOO    CASTliS. 


relatives  vi^ilcil  ore  oblijjeil  to  wcnr.  This  roii'mnny 
tlicy  say,  renirves  tlie  jmlliilioii  inscpcriible  from  the 
birtli  of  H  cliihl,  mill  is  antilogous  to  the  puiifii'alioii  of 
llie  Isiaolilcs.  In  fact,  many  ciTiMiionics,  customs  and 
observances,  piactisod  by  the  Hiniloos  are  oleaily  of  Jew- 
ish oriyin,  or  they  must  have  been  comnxvn  to  the  Cauca- 
sian race  in  its  iiomaiiic  state,  as  branches  of  the  same 
stem,  history  informs  lis,  seltleii  botli  in  Kgypt  and  India, 
founding  in  each  country  an  empire  on  llie  systiin  of 
castes.  But  to  proceed  wiih  our  business  :  the  procession  is 
joined  by  all  llie  parties  »  ho  have  been  visited  and  the 
whole  company   return  with  tlic  infant  and  its  parents  to 


their  home,  where  arrived  lliey  iiorform  the  coromnny  of 
A'«riii,'i(i;^'(i-OmnioHi.  'i'hen  fidiows  the  cereiiiony  of 
A'airmiiciiriiiam,  or  naming;  the  child  —  on  a  heap  of  paddvi 
tile  priests  truce  the  lirsl  letli'r  of  the  chilirs  name  with 
a  ffobl  linn,  'be  name  mii^t  invarinldy  have  some  con- 
nexion Willi  the  planet,  under  whose  riyht  ascensi<m 
or  declination  the  child  was  born  —  then  they  pronounce 
aloud  the  name  of  the  child,  so  that  the  whole  company 
may  hear.  Afier  this  the  parciils  receive  the  blessings 
of  the  Uramins,  who  are  iircsenled  with  coins,  cloths, 
\c.,    the   festival    concluding   with   a  sumptuous  supper. 


whmii  ho  rutspil,  and  hurled  into  the  sen.  where  ho  continued  like 
a  chidcr,  loiuiiij;  Iho  earth  m  darkuo.-s  for  two  kiil|Uis.  llonoxt 
eomiiollod  hi>  »il"o  todolivor  horsolf,  when  Boodhu  hus  botn,  and 
hotlion  reduced  her  to  ashos.  Biumha  raised  lur  Irom  her  ashes, 
and,  thus  |iuriliod,  Vrihaspuloo  look  her  to  his  oiuhiaoes  again. 
Sumoodui,  the  father  of  Thiindiu,  incensed  at  his  sou  foi  this  hor- 
rid eiiine  of  dishouorins  the  wife  of  his  divine  teacher,  lirove  him 
from  his  toriilorics.  Chuudiu  then  applied  to  his  sister  Luksh- 
nioc,*  the  wil'o  of  Vishnoo,  hy  whose  power  part  of  his  sin  was  re- 
movod,  and  ho  beiaino  lifjht'likc-  the  moon  three  days  old.  Luksh- 
nioc  anpliod  iuhis  bohair  to  I'uvuloc,  who  resolved  to  restore 
rbundru  to  heaven,  aud  for  this  purpose  she  planted  him  in  the 
forehead  of  her  husband, f  who  went,  thus  ornamented,  to  a  feast 
of  the  gods.  Vrihuspuloo,  on  seeing  Chundru  again  in  heaven, 
was  dreadfully  incensed,  aud  c<mld  onb  be  appeased  bv  Hrumha, 
who  ordained  that  Chundru  should  be  shut  out  from  heaven,  and 
placed  among  the  Stars,  and  that  tiie  sin  bv  which  he  was  obscured 
^hould  remain.  Chundru  asked  Brumha  fiow  he  might  be  cured 
of  the  disease  which  had  seized  him  upon  his  being  driven  from 
heaven,  that  is,  the  vomiting  of  blood  ?  Brumha  tolil  him  to  hold 
iu  bis  lap  a  deer,  and  he  would  continue  well. 

I'riliuspulee,  Jiipifer — Hence  I'ri/iuspulivaru,  or  Thtirsday. 

The  imap  of  this  god  is  painted  yellow,  with  yellow  garments; 
he  sits  on  the  water-lily  ;  has  four  arms  ;  iu  one  hand  a  roodrakshu 
mala;  with  another  he  is  giving  a  blessing  ;  in  another  an  aim's 
dish;  aud  in  another  a  club.  He  is  the  sou  of  the  moonee  TJngira. 
This  image  is  to  be  as  high  as  the  breadth  of  si.\    fingers. 

Vrihuspulec  is  called  the  eooroo  and  pooiohituj  of  the  gods. 
In  the  heavens  of  the  gods,  the  knowledge  of  the  vadus  is  taught, 
and  a  number  of  ceremonies  are  performed  which  require  an  offi- 
ciating priest. 

This  god  is  charged  with  deflouring  the  daughter  of  .Ootut'hyu, 
a  moonee, 

Karnes.  Vrihusputee,  or,  the  preceptor  to  the  gods.— Soorachar- 
yu,  or,  the  priest  of  the  gods.— Gishputee,  or,  the  eloquent.— 
tjooroo,  or,  preceptor.— Jeevu,  or,  he  who  revives  the  gods  (biny-, 
cantations.)  — .■Xngiinsu,  or,  the  son  of  Ungira  — Vachusputee,  or 
the  lord  of  words,  sit.  the  eloquent. 

Shookrru,  P'enus,  Hence  Shookruiarti,  or  Friday. 

This  god  is  white  ;  has  four  hands  ;  in  one  hand  a  roodrakshu 
necklace  ;  in  another  an  aim's  dish  ,  iu  another  a  club,  and  with 
the  .)thpr  is  he  giving  a  blessing.  He  is  dressed  in  white  clothes  ; 
sits  on  the  water  lily  He  is  called  the  son  of  Khrigoo,  a  moonee. 
The  image  IS  to  be  in  height  the  thickness  of  nine  fin"ers. 

Shookiu  IS  preceptor  and  officiating  priest  to  the  nsoorus  He 
isrepreseuted  as  blindof  oneeye.  The  reason  of  his  blindness  is 
thusrelatcd:  When  \  amunu  went  to  13ulee,  the  king,  to  solicit 
a  gift,  Shookru,  being  Eulee's  preceptor,  forbarl  him  to  give  any 
thing  to  \  amunu.  The  king  not  taking  his  advice,  Shookru,  as 
otiiciating  priest,  was  obliged  to  read  the  muutius  usual  on  makiu" 
agifttoabramhun.  In  reading  these  luundus  the  priest  poui^ 
out  water  from  a  vessel,  without  which  ceremony  the  gift  cannot  be 
ottered.  W  herefore  .Shookru,  to  prevent  the  gift  being  presented, 
for  which  he  saw  would  be  his  master's  destruction,    entered  the 

the  .^o'dl*"'"^  "^"^ ''°™' '"'"'  '^''"°''™'  ^'   ">p  churning  of  the  sea  by 

+  In  Shiva's  forehead  is  placed  a  half  moon. 

»  Poorohitu.  from  pooru  he/ore,  and  hitu,  lenejll.  Hence  a  noorohitu 
IS  said  to  contnve  beforehand  thogood  of  Others,  or  perform  ?or  others 
those  ceremonies  by  which  they  obtain  benefits,  i"=""™  ""  o'le'S 


water,  in  an  invisible  form,  and  by  his  magir  imwcr  prevented 
tho  wilier  from  falling.  Viununu,  awaio  of  llio  ti ick,  got  a  straw 
aud  put  inti' the  bason  of  wiilcr  ;  llu-  stiuw  piilcniig  Shookru's 
eye  blimled  him,  when  he  leaped  out  of  the  bason  ;  the  water  then 
tell,  and  tlic  gift  was  otfiTc.l. 

'shookru  had  a  daughter  named  Davujanee,  who  was  deeply  in 
love  witli  one  of  hci  father's  scholars,  Kiichu,  Ihi"  son  of  the  god 
\  rihusputio.  This  youth  had  been  sent  by  his  father,  who  was 
preceptor  lo  the  gods,  to  olilaiu  fr.mi  Shookru,  preceptor  to  lh« 
usoorus,  the  imintrii  for  raising  the  do. id.  One  day  Davujaiioo  tie- 
sired  Kuchvi  lo  go  and  fetch  some  (lowors  from  a  forest  belonging 
to  the  usooius.  'J'he  usoorus  seeing  him  there,  rostdved  to  cut  him 
into  shreds,  and  give  him  to  .Sliookru  to  eat.  Hefiuo  this  tlioy  had 
devoured  him  several  times,  and  Shookru  by  his  uiuiitiu  for  rostoi- 
ing  the  dead,  had  drawn  him  alive  out  of  llioir  b.llics.  They  there- 
fore resolved,  on  this  occasion',  lo  ujako  Shookru  himsolf  c.'il  him; 
lor  whicli  purpose  they  caught  him  iu  the  forest,  cut  hiiii  into  the 
smallest  shreds,  boiled  him  up  in  spirits,  and  making  a  foasi,  invit- 
ed Shookru,  and  fed  him  with  the  flesh  of  his  pupil  Kuchu.  Uavu- 
jance  not  finding  Kuchu,  wept  much,  and  told  hor  father  she  would 
certainlv  kill  horsolf*  if  ho  did  iicjt  liud  Kuchu.  Shookru  at 
length,  by  the  power  of  dhyanu,  di, covered  that  he  had  oaten  this 
vouth,  so  beloved  by  his  daughter,  and  ho  knew  not  how  to 
biing  him  back  to  life  without  the  atlompt  being  fatal  to  himsolf. 
To  bring  Kuchu  to  life,  and  to  secure  his  own  restoration,  he 
taught  Kuchn  (during  his  continuance  in  his  belly)  the  inunlru 
for  raising  the  dead,  when  Kuohu,  toaiing  open  Shookru's  belly, 
came  forth,  and  iininediatcly  afterwards  restored  his  teacher.  As 
this  food  had  boon  mixed  with  spirits,  Shookru  now  pronounced  a 
curse  on  those  whoshould  hereafter  drink  spirits 

Kuchu,  having  obtained  the  knowledge  of  revivifying  the  dead, 
took  leave  of  his  preceptor,  and  was  about  to  retnrii  to  his  father 
Vrihusputee,  when  Davnjanoe  insisted  upon  his  marrying  her. 
Kuchu  refused  this  honour,  as  she  was  the  daughter  of  his  pre- 
ceptor. At  this  she  was  sm  enraged  tiiat  she  pronouuced  a  curse 
upon  him  by  which  he  should  reap  no  advantage  from  all  his 
learning.  In  return  Kuchu  cursed  Davujanco.  and  doomed  her  to 
marry  a  kshutriyu.  After  some  time  this  curso  took  eft'oot,  and 
Davujanee  was  married  to  king  Yujatoc.  After  Daiujanoe  had 
bcu-ne  two  children,  she  discovered  that  the  king  maintained  an 
illicit  connection  with  Summishl'ha,  the  daughter  of  the  king  of 
the  usoorus,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons.  Uavjanoe  appealed  to 
her  father  Shookru,  who  cursed  Yujatce  by  bringing  upon  him 
decrepitude.  Immediately  his  hair  became  grey,  his  tooth  fell 
from  his  head,  and  he  was  seized  witli  universal  decrepitude. 
Yujatee  remonstrated  in  vain,  till  at  length  he  asked  Shookru 
who  should  enjoy  his  daughter,  who  was  yet  young,  seeing  he  had 
brought  old  age  upcui  hini  ?  Shookru  replied  that  if  he  could  per- 
suade any  one  to  take  upon  him  this  curse,  he  might  still  enjoy  con- 
nubial felicity.  Yujatee  returned  homo,  and  asked  his  eldest  son 
by  Davujanee  to  take  this  curse  for  one  thousand  year.s.and  possess 
the  kingdom,  and  at  the  close  ho  should  become  young  again,  and 
continue  in  the  kingdom.  This  son,  his  brother,  and  the  two 
eldest  sons  of  Summisht'ha  refused  the  kingdom  on  this  condition. 
Yujatee  cursed  them  all,  but  he  pronounced  upon  the  second  son 
of  Summist'ha  this  oiiise.  that  he  should  become  decrepid,  and 
that  all  his  sons  should  die  young.  The  youngest  son  by  Sum- 
mist'ha took  the  curse,  and  possessed  the  kingdom,  when  the  father 
assumed  his  fomer  youth,  and  the  son  instantly  became  weak  and 
decrepid. 

Names.  Shookru,  or,  ho  who  sorrows  at  the  deaths  of  the  usoo- 
rus.—  Doitygooroo,  or,  the  preceptor  to  the  usoorus. — Kavyu,  or, 
the  poet. — Ooshuna,  or,  the  friend  of  the  usoorus.  — Bharguvu,  or, 
of  the  race  of  Bhrigoo. 

•  The  Hindoo  children  often  resort  to  this  threat  to  extort  some  fa- 
vour from  their  friends. 


HINDOO    CASTES. 


At  ihp  p|o<c  of  the  t\uri\  monili  after  the  birili  of  the 
cliild,  the  whole  family  baihi-.  iiiid  iUti-ml  divine  worship 
in  ai>aj{(idai)r  leinple  of  t^inhnoo.  On  this  pellicular  occa- 
sion Fislnwo  is  involved,  for  Ijcin^  ihe  preserrcr  of  ihe  uni- 
verse, and  as  the  preservation  of  the  child  is  here  con- 
cerned, their  worship  i«-  specially  directed  lo  him.  A  sacri- 
fice therefore,  called  Taligt,  being  a  mixture  of  l>oiled 
rice,  doll,  clarified  butler,  niilli  and  sui;ar  is  offered,  with 
prayers  and  thanksi;iving.s  on  behalf  of  the  infant,  the 
ceremonv  concluding  by  Ihe  parents  sprinkling  at 
the  feet  of  the  deity  flowers  and  loolsec  leaves' 
and  uttering  a  few  verses  in  "its  praise,  at  the  same 
lime  presenting  an  ofTeriiig  of  cotoanuts,  plantains,  and 
beetle-nuts ;  they  burn  a  tiuantity  of  camphirc,  and  hum- 


bly prostrate  and  worship  the  image.  The  Talini  is 
iiflerwards  dislriljuted  lo  the  Brahmins  first,  and  then  to 
the  company,  a  little  each. 

^Imiaprananam  is  an  indispensable  ceremony  performed 
preparatory  to  feeding  the  cliild  for  the  first  time,  and 
Chowlam  is  anolher  cereiiiciny  observed  when  they  shave 
the  child's  head  for  the  first  lime  and  bore  its  ears.  For 
an  account  of  these  observances  we  beg  to  refer  the 
reader  lo  book  first  of  Brahma  page  4. 

When  the  lad  attains  the  age  of  five  years,  five  months 
and  five  days,  he  is  sent  to  school,  <m  which  occasion  lii:> 
relatives  and  frii-nds  are  inviicd,  together  with  a  number 
of  Brahmins— all  being  assembled  they  worsbipthe  Dava- 
lahoi  Gooroos.*     The  lad  being  dressed  in  new  clothes, 


•  The  Hindoos  do  not  perform  any  public  worship  to  this  plant, 
but  they  have  i;n'at  faith  in  the  power  of  its  leaves  to  cui-edise.isos, 
and  thev  use  it  in  inuiitrus  to  expel  the  poison  of  serpents.  They 
make  their  obeisance  to  it,  soiuetimes  by  prostration,  repeating  a 
muntru. 

Before  almost  all  the  houses  of  the  Hindoos  this  plant  is  set. 
In  the  mornin-^  they  eiean  the  place  all  round  it  with  water  and 
cow-iluug  ;  inthe  evcninj;  thi-v  place  an  oil-lif;ht  near  il. 

Throughout  the  month  Voishakhu  they  suspend  a  laijje  pot  over 
it  fillerl  with  water,  and  through  a  small' hole  they  let  the  water 
drop  upon  it. 

.■>  t  the  time  of  a  person's  death,  when  he  is  brought  to  the  river 
side  to  die,  they  plant  a  branch  of  the  Jootee  uear  the  dvin^  man's 
head.  If  anv  o'f  these  plants  whichhave  been  set  near  a  person's 
house  should'  happen  to  die,  it  is  considered  a  sacred  duly  to  carry 
and  throw  them  into  the  river. 


The  origin  of  the  Toolsee  is  thus  related  in  the  Vishnoo  poo- 
ranu,  and  in  the  Toolsee-.Mahatniu  ■.  A  woman  named  Toolsce 
performed  for  a  long  time  religious  austerities  to  Vishnoo.  \l 
lenjjth  she  asked  this  blessiui;,  as  the  fruit  of  her  long  tupusya, 
that  she  might  become  the  wife  of  Vishnoo.  Lukshmee,  Vistinoo's 
wife,  when  she  heard  this,  cursed  the  woman,  and  ordered  her  lo 
become  a  Toolsee  plant.  She  became  so  ;  but  Vishnoo  promis- 
ed her  that  he  would  assume  the  fr.nu  of  the  shal<;ramu,  and  that 
in  that  form  ho  and  she  should  always  continue  to^'ether.  The 
Hindoos,  therefore,  continually  keep  a  leaf  of  the  toolsee  under, 
and  another  upon  tlie  shalgramu. 

A  pillar  with  a  hollow  place  towards  the  top  is  erected  by  the 
Hindoos,  and  in  the  hullow  part  a  hole  is  left  for  the  earth  in 
which  the  plant  is  to  be  set.  They  ciect  these  pillars  for  the  sake 
of  watering  the  plant,  of  walking  round  it,  and  of  bowing  to  it,  at 
these  actions  are  declared  by  the  shastru  very  meritorious. 


(Naiugraga,  continued  from  page  4.) 
Shunee,  Saturn.— Hence  S/tuntvaru,  or  Saturday. 
A  black  god;  dressed  in  black  clothes,  rides  on  a  vulture;* 
has  four  arms ;  in  one  hand  an  arrow  ;  with  another  gives  a  bless- 
ing ;  and  in  another  he  holds  a  weapon  called  a  shuolu  ;  and  iu  the 
other  a  bow.  He  is  said  to  be  the  son  of  Soiiryu,  by  Chaya.  His 
image  is  to  be  the  thickness  of  fourtin(;ers  iu  height. 

All  the  Hindoos  exceedingly  dread  the  baneful  influence  of  this 
planet,  and  pcyform  the  ceremonies  of  the  homu,  jnpu,  pooja,  fke. 
to  appease  him.  A  number  of  stories  of  this  god  are  to  be  found 
in  the  Hindoo  books,  such  as  that  of  his  burning  off  the  head  of 
Gunashu,  destroying  Dubhurut'hu's  chariot,  giving  rise  to  bad  har- 
vests, bad  luck,  &c.  &c. 

Rahoo,  the  As  cending  Node. 

This  god  is  painted  black  ;  wears  black  garments  ;  rides  on  a 
lion;  hasfour  arms,  in  which  he  holds  a  scimitar,  a  spear,  and  a 
shield,  and  with  the  other  hand  he  i;ives  a  blessing.  He  is  the 
son  of  Singhika.  His  image  is  to  be  as  high  a>  the  breadth  of 
twelve  Bngers,  Kahoo  was  orieinally  an  nsooru.  but  at  the  churn- 
ing of  the~sea  took  his  present  name  and  form,  that  is,  became 
one  of  the  heavenly  bodies. t 

The  commim  Hindoos  believe  that  Rahoo,  at  the  time  of  an 
eclipse,  eats  either  the  sun  or  moonj  for  a  time;  but  in  consequence 

•  This  god  is  represented  .IS  liltinc  on  this  bird  lo  denote,  most  likely, 
his  voracious  nature.  Saturn,  in  llie  European  sy.stem  of  idoLitry,  WM 
represented  as  devouring  his  eliildreii.  Tlie  vultures  in  Bengal  are  higti- 
ly  useful  in  devouring  the  dead  hodies  of  men  and  beasts,  many  of  which 
•re  left  in  the  roads  and  at  the  sides  of  the  rivers.  It  is  a-stonishing  how 
swiftlv  these  birds  colleet  wherever  a  dead  body  falls,  though  one  of 
them  should  not  have  tieen  seen  in  the  place  for  weeks  or  months  be- 
fore, illostrating  in  the  most  striking  manner  the  words  of  our  Lord 
•■  Wheresoever  the  carcase  is,  there  will  the  niUures  be  gathered  toge- 
ther."   Mail.  xxiv.  2H. 

♦  Jupiter  debauched  Calislo,  the  daughter  of  I.yeaon,  king  af  Arcadia. 
When  her  fault  beearae  known,  Juno  turned  her  into  a  bear.  Jupiter 
however.  afterwariLs  advanced  this  hear  into  heaven,  and  made  it  a  con- 
stellation, which  the  Latins  called  Ursa  Major. 

%  It  is  a  most  remarkable  and  unaccountable  coineidenee  in  the  notion! 
of  remote  nations,  that  the  Chinese  and  the  Greenlanilers,  a.s  well  as  the 
Hindoos,  should  think  th.at  the  sun.  or  the  moon,  is  devoured  at  the 
time  of  an  eclipse.  ••  As  soon  as  thev  (the  Chinese)  perceive  that  tlie 
-ua  or  moon  begins  to  be  darkened;  tliey  throw    themselves    on  their 


of  certain  ceremonies  beinj;  performedf  he  is  obliged  to  throw  his 
morsel  up  again.  Many  persons  perform  a  number  of  ceremouies, 
as,  repeating  the  names  of  the  t;ods,  the  shraddhu,  pouring  out  wa- 
ter to  deceased  ancestors, setting  up  gods,  making  offering,  &c.  be- 
cause the  shastru  has  declared  that  the  merit  from  these  actiuus 
is  at  this  time  very  great. 

Names.  Tumu,  or,  the  dark,  or  he  who  is  possessed  of  a  great 
proportion  of  the  quality  of  darkness. — Kahoo,  or,  he  who  devours 
and  then  throws  up  the  sun  and  moon  at  the  close  of  an  eclipse. 
— Swurbhanoo,  or,  he  who  shines  in  the  heavens. — Soinghika\u, 
or,  the  son  of  bingliika. — Vidhoontoodu,  or,  he  who  atUicts  the 
moon. 


Kaloo,  the  Decsending  Node. 

Katoo  is  the  headless  trunk  of  Rahoo,  which  became  iramorlsl 
at  the  churning  of  the  sea. 

This  cod  is  painted  the  colour  of  smoke  :  and  wears  garments  of 
the  sam'e  colour ,  rides  on  a  vulture  ;  in  one  hand  holds  a  club, 
and  with  the  other  gives  a  blessing  ;  and  is  of  a  terrific  appearance. 
The  image  is  to  be  the  thicknees  of  sis  fingers  in  height. 

*The  "ooroo  of  the  Hindoos  is  a  spiritual  guide  or  saviour.  This 
person  cues  to  a  disciple  the  initiating  muntru.  or  incantation, 
which  c'lnsists  of  the  name  of  some  god,  a  little  altered  in  sound 
bv  thecuttin.'offimeormore  letters,  and  affixing  others,  as,  in- 
stead of  Uamu,  the  gooroo  gives  the  disciple  the  word   Ka,  Itoo,  or 

knees,  andknock  their  forehca.ls against  the  earth.  .\  noise  of  drums 
and  cymbals  is  immediately  heard  throughout  the  whole  city.  This  is 
the  remains  ofan  ancient  opinion  entertained  in  China.  th.at  bv  «ueh 
horrid  din  thev  assisted  the  sulTermg  uminary,  and  I?''."''"""'  ■' ^"!" 
bein"  .levoured'by  the  .-elestial  dr.agon."  (^rantz.  in  Ins  histo.y  of  tJreen- 
land  asserts  th.it  a  similar  custom,  at  the  time  ofan  eehpse.  exists 
among  this  'people,  who  could  certainly  never  have  learnt  it  either  from 
the  Hindoos  or  Chinese. 

■>  The  mob  at  this  time  beat  the  drum,  clap  tlicii  hands,  dance,  and  cry 
Hureebul !  Uurce  bul ! 


HINDOO    C.ASTKS. 


presents  t)ie  Vateoyar  or  Si-liiioliiiasler  wiili  a  chilli, -mil  n 
few  riipt'cs  ncenriiiiif;  li>  llic  clriMimsiaiu-i's  nl'  liis  ]>jinnlsi 
till!  parly  are  lllen  serveil  mil  «ill>  lierllc mil  and  llowtrs. 
Afirr  this,  llie  master  is  plaeod  in  a  palaiiltccn,  llu'  la.l  nn 
luirseback,  and  liissi-lioi>l-fi-lliiHs  in  c<)iiveyance>,  prnviiliil 
for  the  oecasion,  ami  the  whulo  company  innvc  out  in 
procession,  wiih  music  and  dancins;  siirls  nnd  traver-e  n 
fi-tt-  of  the  principal  streets  of  tlie  village  or  town,  wherP 
the  parties  reside  :  on  thiir  reiiiin  lionie  a  sump'.iions 
dinner  is  served  out  to  the  guests. 

When  the  lad  attains  his  12'.h  year  he  receives  Pitn- 
ehalchanim  i  e  cotiFiiination  :  ii  is  a  rclij^ious  ob--ervance 
enjoined  hy  iheir  priests  and  ilio  lad  has  lo  prepare  him- 
self for  illiy  a  course  of  inslruclioii  in  ihe  tenets  of  his 
creed. 


Afier  this  he  is  tini'^llt  hnw  lo  wnrsliipiiincr  r>);tinsTiira 
and  in  privileijed  lo  make  a  ri|;iiri'  of  •^irtiiiiifium'  «ilh 
stone  or  clay,  to  which  he  ihenei  firward  pi  rfi'iiiis 
his;j»o;(is  and  ihiis  they  say,  the-  lad  daily  pmil'ys  his 
heart,  and  the  soid  is  hcnefiled  thereby  ! 

.>/iirii(i^.(f.  — Now  follows  matrimony  — the  ceremonies 
of  which  some  w  hat  dilVcr  Irom  lho.-,c  already  noticed  in 
the  last  numbers  of  this  wovk. 

I'teparalory  to  the  real  niarrinpe  the  pan  iils  of  ihe 
lad  fiisl  solemnize  Mnriijemincn  Codifulii/unciii,  or  the 
weddin>{  of  ihe  i;oiidess  AJarii/fiiimcti,  which  is  after  this 
fashion.  The  worshippers  of  the  above  i,Mi(ldes« 
bein^  invited,  the  bride<;rooin  bathes  in  seven  several 
tanks  or  rivers,  afier  whi.h  a  new  eailhcn  pot  la 
filleii    with    water,  and     a  •i'oo/u'iit   's    fixed     into  it,  ci)- 


Rutiff.  The  gooroo  also  instructs  Ms  disciiilcs.  for  a  few  days  uf. 
trr  ilie  jriviii;:  nf  ihe  niutitru,  in  the  forms  of  iliiily  woiship,  &c. 
If  the  (liseiple  lid  iMiaMe  to  leurn  in  tu'i,  t>r  three  days,  Ihe  »|)i- 
rituiil  guile  Ukos  him  to  his  house.  In  smiie  cases  tht-  gooroo  gels 
some  felatinn  uf  this  disciple  tu  teach  him  the  forms  uf  bis  reli- 
gion. 

fhis  spiritual  guide  becomes,  in  the  estimation  of  the  disciple,  a 
J.  Whenever  he  approaches  the  disciple  the  latter  prostrates 
ioiselrin  the  dust  licfore  him,  and  never  sils  in  his  presence  with- 
out hi*  leave.  Hedrieks  the  water  with  which  he  has  washed  his 
giioruo's  feet,  and  as  it  respects  his  future  state  he  relies  upon  his 
gooroo  f.ir  his  final  safety.  1  have  heapl  some  Hindoos  speak  with 
comjiaratiTe  contempt  of  all  other  ways  of  salvation,  and  pionounce 
the  favour  of  the  gooroo  a  completely  safe  passport  tu  heaven. 


fi 


The  following  article  rcspectinj;  the  qualifications  of  a  (;ooroo, 
is  taken  Inmi  the  Tuntru-saru  :  This  woik  lajs  .1  down  tiisl,  that 
a  oooroo  ought  to  be  free  from  the  follow  ing  lauits  ;  he  shouM  nut 
be  subject  tu  his  passions,  so  as  to  become  an  aduitciei,  a  ihief, 
&c.  ;  he  should  be  born  of  a  good  family;  speak  kindly  to  all;  be 
attentive  to  religious  duties;  hononiable  in  the  eyes  of  others  ;  al. 
wa\s  keeping  his  body  pure  ;  ready  iu  religious  ceremonies  ;  faith- 
ful'in  tlie  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  cast ;  wise,  able  to  keep  in 
order  as  well  as  to  cherish  his  disciple;  learned  in  the  shaslrus, 
&.C.  From  a  gooroo  of  this  kind  it  is  proper  to  receive  the  iuiliat- 
iD"  muulru.  A  person  who  is  a  glutton,  who  has  the  Icprosj,  «  ho 
isEliud  of  oneor  both  eyes;  is  very  small  in  stature,  or  wim  has 
whitlows;  whose  teeth  stand  out;  who  is  noisy  and  talkative;  is 
subject  to  his  wife;  or  whose  toes  or  fingers  are  unnaturally  un- 
equal, or  of  an  improper  number ;  an  asthmatic  person,  or  in 
other  respects  diseased,  is  unfit  to  be  a  gooroo. 

At  present,  this  ofiice  is  very  often  hereditary,  and  of  course  is 
frequently  in  Ihe  hands  of  persons  really  disqualified.  Neither  do 
the  modern  Hindoos  pay  much  regard  to  the  qualiticatiims  ntlheir 
pooroos  ;  nor  do  these  spiritual  guides  pay  much  attention  to  their 
disciples,  except  it  be  to  give  them  the  muntru,  and  receive  iu  re 
turn  reverence  and  presents. 

On  some  occasions,  if  two  brothers,  having  the  same  spiritual 
guide,  quarrel  about  an  estate,  the  gooroo  is  called,  and  generally 
civeshis  judgment  in  favour  of  the  brother  who  gives  him  the 
greatest  fee.  At  other  times  the  gooroo  is  called  in  to  settle  fami- 
ly difl'ereuccs. 

A  poor  disciple  will  appeal  to  his  gooroo  against  the  oppression 
of  a  rich  one,  and  such  a  person  sometimes  gets  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation from  his  gooroo  to  a  disciple  who  is  in  business,  that 
the  latter  may  give  him  emplovnieut.  If  Ihe  place  be  not  worth 
scUin"  (fora'lmost  all  places  a'le  bought  and  sold  in  this  country) 
the  pe^rson  to  whom  the  gooroo  has  written  gives  his  poor  fellow- 
disciple  something  to  do. 

The  business  of  a  gooroo  is  very  profitable.  Some  few  persons, 
by  one  contrivance  or  another,  obtain  as  many  as  a  thousand  dis- 
ciples. Others  have  one  disciple,  orhalf  a  dozen,  and  other  Iwen. 
tv  and  upwards  ;  ^et  all  the  gnoroos  are  ambitious  of  having  rich 
d'i^ciples.  Oneoi'two  of  the  Gosaees,  descendants  of  Phoitunyn, 
have  not  less  than  two  or  three  thousand  disciples.  Upon  a  mo- 
derate calculation,  the  gooroo  of  a  thousand  disciples  receives  in 


presents  a  thinis.ind  lupecs  annually.  A  poor  man  generally 
gives  his  gooroo  a  rupee  a  year,  or  if  the  gooroo  visit  him  twice  a 
year,  he  presents  lo  him  two  rupees. 

If  a  gooroo  consider  himself  as  having  some  claims  on  any  mem- 
ber ofafamilv  to  becoinc  his  spiritual  guide,  andlhis  person  or  Ihe 
famih  be  unwilling.  Ihe  gooroo  "lies  to  their  house  and  refuses  to 
eat  till  they  consent.  The  family  dare  not  cat  till  the  gooioo  has 
first  eaten. 

To  become  a  gooroo  it  is  only  necessary  that  a  person  be  a  brah- 
min, ami  that  he  be  acquainted  with  the  inuntrus.  Among  the  fol- 
lowers of  Choitunyu,  some  soodras  are  gooroos. 

In  many  cases  Ihe  wives  of  brahmins  become  gnoroos  lo  Iheir 
own  children,  and  also  to  other  persons  both  male  aod  fiiiiale-  H 
is  considered  as  very  lucky  to  have  the  initaling  munliu  from  a 
mother. 

Instancesof  quarrels  betwixt  a  spiritual  guide  and  his  disciples 
are  not  uncommon,  when  the  former  proiinunces  curse  upon  a  dis- 
obedient disciple,  as  "  May  vour  posterity  perish."  "  May  all  your 
wealth  evaporate."  But  Ihe'disciplc  is  e.\ceediiiglyalarmed  at  the 
curse  of  the  gooroo,  and  ifin  a  shorl  tune  any  of  the  family  die,  all 
Ihe    neighbours  ascribe  it  to  tbecurse  n\'  ihegooioo. 

If  the  children  do  not  choose  their  father's  gooroo,  the  latter  is 
full  of  wrath,  and  not  unlrcquently  curses  the  family. 

The  gooroos  are  not  distinguished  by  any  particular  dress,  and 
many  pursue  secular  business. 

Some  gooroos  who  taking  advantage  of  the  profound  reverence 
in  which  they  are  held,  are  guilty  of  improper  conduct  with  their 
female  disciples.  Some  of  these  spiritual  guides  are  guilty  of  crimes 
w^iich  they  e.vpiate  on  a  gallows. 

Oopii  Ooorijo. — These  persons  are  somelimes  employed  in  teach- 
ing Ihe  disciples  how  to  perform  the  poi.j;i,  &c.  of  the  god  whoso 
muntru  he  has  received,  and  who  is  thus  becmnebis  guauhaii  deity. 
If  the  gooroo  be  a  female,  or  be  igiioiantof  the  proper  niuiilru.  the 
oiipu  or  sub  gooroo  is  called  in.  This  person  is  to  be  Irealed  with 
nearly  the  same  reverence  as  the  gooioo. 

*.\  lingu.Jis  a  smooth  black  stone  almost  in  the  form  of  a  sugar- 
loaf,  with  a  projection  like  the  mouth  of  a  spoon. 

There  are  three  stories  in  dift'orent  shaslrus  icspecting  the  ori- 
gin of  thii  image. 

The  poorauu  called  Doorga-bhaguvutu  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  origin  of  this  image  : 

King  Dukshu,  having  had  a  quarrel  with  Siva,  refused  to 
invite  him  to  a  sacrifice  which  he  was  performing.  Siva  had  mar- 
ried ir^utee,  the  daughter  of  Dukshn.  She  resolved,  uninvited,  to 
attend  at  this  sacrifice  ;  but,  while  Iheie,  she  was  so  overcome  by 
the  abuse  which  Uukshu  poured  on  her  husband,  that  she  died. 

On  hearing  Ihe  news  of  the  fate  of  his  beloved  wife,  -Siva,  jn 
vexation,  renounced  asecular  lile,  and  assumed  the  prolcssion  of  a 


t  A  trident. 

J  This  ima-re  seems  to  resemble  the  Phallus  of  the  Greeks,   and  the 
Priapus  of  tbe  Romans. 
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vered  wi  h  margosa  leaves,  and  flowers,  niadp  in 
the  form  of  a  |>>ramid.  In  ll<is  |  or  lliey  sup- 
pose Ihc  •rciddcss  In  l)f  present  and  aecovdintrlv  ility 
offer  it  a  liir-je  qiianlily  of  pap  as  a  sacrifii-i-  h  liieli  is 
divided  anions;  ihe  coin|)any.  Tlie  bridcfrrcK'ni  dressed 
like  a  frirl  carries  ll>e  pi  l  o'ver  liis  head,  and  Koes  in  pro- 
cession will)  inusie,  to   a  short   distance;  lie   then  phiccs 


il  over  Ihc  head  of  a  washerman,  who  perambulates  ilie 
villa-je  ailended  by  ihe  wliole  party.  In  the  evening,  a 
l.trife  nuantiiv  of  iioiled  rice,  ve<;elables,  cakc=:,  &e.  are 
ofl.red  as  a  sacrifice  lo  the  goddess  ;  after  wliich  the 
Siolam  is  thrown  into  a  Tank  or  river. 

Afier  ilie  above   ceremony    ihe  parenis  of  'he   Rride 
and  Bridegroom  consult  logeilier  about  the  inarri:if,'e,  and 


religious  moiiilirant  cidlct!  a  sunynson.  j^sanake'l  siinyasi'P*  lie 
wauileioil  fr.iiii  forest  to  fim'st,  iii  the  liittiTiiess  of  jjriel'  A(  leiiulh 
lie  arrivcil  in  a  certain  wililorm-ss  wlic-rc  many  nuMiiices  wire  piT- 
formini;  rt-li/inus  auslnrilies.  Iiy  Iho  si.les  nf  the  liver,  ut  a  ilistaucc 
from  tli"ir  liciiiii-s.  Tlie  wives  nf  thrsc  moniiccs.  on  beliolilinK  this 
naked,  diitj,  anil  Milhi-iel  suiiy.isci-.t  a-k^'il  liiiu  who  lie  was,  and 
why  ho  was  naiid.rini.' ii|)  anil  ili.wii  in  this  slate?  lie  rehilcil  to 
them  Ihe  cause  of  his  siirrow,  viz.  that  hi- had  lieeii  deprived  nl^his 
wife,  and  was  ovii  whclini'il  with  ilislios  ■■«  her  accnunt.  The 
woniiMi  l.uiuhcd  at  hiiii.  and  |irelondfd  lo  doulit  bis  relation,  de- 
clariuj;  that  his  bodv  was  so  withered,  that  all  desires  nmst  have 
been  e.\tiii<;ui5hed.  In  this  manner  they  [iLivoked  Siv.i,  till  at 
length  he  seized  Ihe  wile  of  one  of  the'inoonees,  and  deflowered 
her.  The  moonce,  on  heaiing  this  relation,  pronounced  a  curse 
on  Siva,  and  he  became  an  hermaphrodite. 

As  soon  as  the  cuise  had  taken  effect,  the  lingu  sunk  into  pa- 
talu,  Ihe  world  of  serpents,  and  ascended  into  the  boundless  space. 

Before  this  period,  a  tierce  quarrel  had  taken  place  betivi.vl  Brah- 
ma and  V'islinoo,  which  of  them  was  ;;rcalest,  the  foiioer  as  the 
creator,  or  the  latter,  as  the  preserver  and  cheiisher  id  all.  1  hey 
appealed  lo  Siva,  who  left  il  to  be  detcrmiliel  by  atrial  of  ^tl■euj;th 
at  some  future  time,  when  he  should  have  leisure. 

Siva  at  length  proposed  to  the  two  gods  to  settle  their  quarrel 
in  this  way  :  one  nf  them  shuuhl  a^ceud,  and  endeavour  to  ascer- 
tain the  height  of  the  lingu,  and  the  other  descend,  and  bring  up 
word  of  its  depth. 

Brahma  ascended,  and  Vishnoo  plunged  into  patalii.  In  this 
way  both  the  gods  tiieii  their  utmost  eflbrls,  but  cnuUI  not  hnd  ei- 
ther the  height  or  the  depth  of  the  lingu.  As  Brahma  asi  ended, 
he  met  a  Hower;  which  had  fallen  from  the  top  ol  the  lini.u.j  and 
asked  how  far  it  was  lo  the  lop.  The  llnwer  told  him,  that  it  had 
been  fallins;  froui  the  head  of  the  lingu  so  many  kuipus.||  and  had 
not  reached  the  earth  yet ;  what  hope  was  there,  then,  ot  his  reach- 
ing Ihc  top?  Brahma  related  the  account  of  the  difference  be- 
twixt him  aud  Vishnoo,  and  that  upon  this  trial  of  Iheii  powers  the 
point  of  pre-eminence  was  to  be  decided.  The  flower  advised 
Brahma  to  tell  the  assen.bled  gods,  that  he  i,ad  gone  to  the  top, 
and  if  they  doubled  the  lad,  he  might  caH  him  to  cenliim  it. 

Prahiiia  descended,  and  Vishnoo  came  up  disa]ipointed  in  his 
attempt  to  get  lo  Ihe  bottom  of  the  lingu.  When  the  two  gods  arriv- 
ed in  assembly,  Urumha  declared  he  had  been  to  the  lo|i.  and 
brought  the  flower  lo  prove  it.  Vishnoo  confessed  his  disaopoinl- 
raeni,  aud  charged  the  flower  with  wilnessinga  falsehood,  lo  this 
all  the  grids  assented,  and  \'ishnoo  pronounced  a  curse  upon  the 
flower,  ihat  It  should  never  be  leceived  among  the  oilorings  pre- 
sented to  Siva. 

After  this  matter  was  thus  disposed  of,  the  gods  resolved,  that 
the  worship  of  the  lingu  sliould  have  Ihe  precedency  id  every  other 
worship,  thai  the  benefits  atlending  its  worship  should  be  bound- 
less, andthal  the  heaviest  curses  should  fa'l  on  those  who  neglect- 
ed to  worship  this  image. 

This  is  Ihe  account  of  the  origin  of  the  lingu,  as  related  in  the 
Doo.ga-bhaguvutu  ;  and  it  is  repeated  in  the  tuntru  sliaslrus  In 
the  work  calied  Kadaru-khundu  the  origiu  of  this  worship  is  thus 
mentiincd  : 


When  the  gods  resolved  to  churn  the  sea.  in  order  to  obtain  ihc 
water  of  life,  become  immortal,  and  overcome  the  u-oorus  they 
were  urcatlv  afraid  lest  ihc  usoorus  slmuld  seize  the  water  ..f  Ilie, 
and  become  immortal  also.  When  the  water  of  life  came  u|i,  they 
contrived  lo  send  Ihe  usoorus  to  bathe;  but  after  bathing,  ih.-y 
arrived  bef.iie  Ihe  gods  had  drank  Ihe  life-giving  beverage  l,i 
draw  nfi'lheir  atteiition,  Vishnoo  assumed  Ihe  f.rm  ut  a  mosi  beau- 
tiful female.     This  contrivance  was  successful. 

The  god  Siva  hearing  that  Vishnoo  had  assumed  this  fonn, 
went  lo  the  spot,  and  was  so  overcome  by  the  eharms  ol  Mohinee* 
that  he  was  about  lo  %ei?e  her  hv  force  :  she  rt"d.  and  tMva  I'dh.w- 
ed  her;  mad  with  lust,  he  pursui-d  till  she  could  run  no  longer, 
when  she  luriied.  and,  pronouncing  a  curse  upon  him  by  which  he 
became  an  hermaphioilite,  she  immediately  assumed  her  eriginal 
form,  viz.  that  of  Vishnoo. 

Siva  was  so  enraged,  that  .all  the  gods,  full  of  fear,  arrived  to 
soften  him  In  praise.  He  at  length  consented  to  dismiss  his  anger, 
on  condilion'that  the  lingu  shuuld  become  an  oiject  ofunivci-sal 
worship. 

Another  account  of  Ihe  origin  of  this  worship  is  contained  in 
some  of  Ihe  other  pooranus  :  At  the  time  of  a  universal  destruc- 
tion of  the  world,  all  Ihe  gods  are  absorbed  in  what  is  called 
akashu  ;t  the  lingu  alone  remains.  The  pooranus,  therefore, 
sav.  that  as  all  Ihe  gods  except  the  lingu  are  absorbed  in  the 
ak'asliu,  he  who  worships  the  liiiiu.  obtains  the  unbounded  merit 
of  a  worship  embracing  all  Ihc  deities  at  once. 

From  these  stories,  temples  innumerable  have  arisen  in  India, 
and  a  Siva  lingu  placed  in  each  of  Ihem,  and  worshipped  as  a 
god! 

I  have  suppressed  ranch  of  the  indelicacy  of  Ihe  originals  in  the 
preceding  stoiies,  and  have  given  them  as  they  stand  with  much 
reluctance.  Perhaps,  however,  they  will  not  do  so  much  harm  as  the 
entire  .suppiession  of  them  might.'  Vice,  when  dragged  into  ilay- 
lii'hl,  disgusts,  and  loses  its  s;reatest  power  todrawaway  the  mind. 
iTis  neci^ssary,  also,  thai  the  apologists  for  idolatiy  should  be  left 
withoni  excuse,  and  thai  the  sincere  christian  should  know,  what 
those  who  wish  lo  rob  him  of  his  Bible  mean  lo  substitute  in  its 
room. 

I  had  intended  to  present  to  the  reader  an  extract  from  Diodorus 
Siculus,  as  given  in  the  lieverend  Mr.  M.iuriie's  seiond  volume 
of  Indian  Aniiiiuilies.  but  it  is  so  indelicate,  that  I  thought  it  best 
to  omit  it.  It  .ttboiis  an  additional  proof,  however,  thai  the  old 
idohitiv,  and  Ih. It  "f  the  present  race  of  llmtloos,  aie,  at  least  in 
their  afiominable  nature,  and  in  some  of  their  prominent  features, 
one.  j 

Besides  the  clay  images  of  the  lingu,  there  are  four  kinds  of  stone 
lingus  which  are  set  up  in  the  Hindoo  temple. 

The  first  is  called  swuyumbhoo,  that  is.  the  self-existent  lingu' 
The  second  is  named  unadee,^  or  Ihat  which  has  no  beginning. 
The  third  they  call  vanu-lingu,  because  a  king  named  Vanu  first 
inslituted  this  worship.  The  fourth  is  the  common,  or  factitious 
lingu. 


•  Many  of  the  midern  sunyasees.  in  imitation    of  Siva,  go  naked. 

+  when  L>iior/o  .wa.s  perforiiiiog  austerities  (tupusya)  to  olitain  Siva 
in  marria-.;e,  the  lalter  was  so  moved,  that  he  appealed  lo  Doorgo,  and 
enquired  w  hy  she  was  jierforming  lupusya  .'  She  was  a.shame(l  to  give 
the  reason,  but  hiT  attenoaots  lolU  the  god.  He,  in  jest,  reproved  her, 
observing  Ihai  people  performed  tiii»iisya  to  oblain  sonielhing  valuable  ; 
in  the  article  of  martiage  they  desired  a  person  of  a  good  fiiiiiilv,  Iml  he 
(Shivu,  had  neither  father  nor  mother  ;  or  a  rich  person,  but  heliad  not  a 
earnieiitto  put  on  ;  or  a  handsome  person,  but  he  had  three  eyes. 

t  The  flower  of  the    tree  called    kulukrc.      I'andanus  oi!arntis.simus. 
1  flowers  are  put,   one  liy  one,  on  the  head  of  the  image  during  the 
performance  of  pooja,  reptatiug  an  incantation  at  the  presentation  of 
each  Hower. 

Oa  t  kulpu  is  I3', 1(0,0,0  years  of  mortals. 


•  Mohinee  means  a  female  who  by  her  beauty  captivates  the  mind, 
■r  j^ther,  or  space. 

i  The  account  of  the  origin  of  the  phalli  of  the  Greeks  bears  a  strong 
resemblance  lo  some  parts  of  Ihe  preeeiliiic  :  The  poet-s  feiKii  that  Bacchus 
was  aiiL-ry  with  Ilie  Athenians,  b.caii.se  Iliey  di •^pised  his  solemnities, 
and  reeeiV.'dthem  not  Willi  due  respect,  wheri  first  Ihey  were  lirought  by 
Pegasus  out  of  Ikvlia  into  Attica;  for  whieli  he  afllieled  Ihem  with  a 
grievous  disease  thiil  lould  have  no  cure,  till,  by  the  ndi-iee  of  Ihe  ora. 
cics.  they  performed  the  reverences  due  to  the  K"d,  and  erected  phalli  lo 
hishimour;  wheni-e  the  feasts  and  sacrilices  laiied  I'halliea  were  yearly 
eelebraled  amonj;  the  Athenians.  The  story  of  I'riapus  is  loo  indecent, 
and  II',,  well  known,  to  need  recital. 

}  At  the  lime  of  a  great  drought,  Ihe  Hindoos,  after  performing  ill 
wor.ship,  throw  very  lar;:e  qnantilies  of  water  upon  this  unadec-lin|,'u.  in 
order  to  induce  Sirii  to  give  them  laiu. 


HINDOO  r.ASTi:s. 


close  the  conlinct  by  tlic  Iiriileijroom  dcposiliiij^  wiili 
the  briilo's  family — Ki  pii-vent  ii  breaoli  of  luomise — 
vnluiible  nrlicles  of  jewelry,  mul  it  few  days  iifler 
they  perform  the  ceremony  of  erecting  the  weddinij 
pole.  Tlu-y  invite  the  Br.'ilimins  iiml  as  many  of 
their  fiiends  as  mav  be  convenient  when  a  pit  beiui^ 
ling  at  the  north -east  corner  of  the  yanl  of  ilie  luiise 
they  threw  into  it  a  few  peiirls  and  eoials  :  milk  is  also, 
poured  and  the  inalrimonial  pole  besmeared  willi  sandal 
and  deeorati'd  with  uiangoe  leaves  and  flowers — is  erect- 
ed, amidst  noisy  MUisie — and  jfieal  eheerini;.  This  done, 
gifts  consisting  of  cloths,  fruits,  Src.  are  made  to  the 
guests  and  Brahmins,  under  the  wedding  shed,  which  is 
decorated  witli  llowers  plantain  trees  and  bunches  of 
eocoaniits  :  then  follows  a  pongol,  or  sacrilice  to  I'lgnas- 
rarn,  and  6'ooii<imi(;i>iy  the  household  gods  after  which 
the  brigegroom  is  invested  witli  the  Brahminical  thread, 
and  at  this  stage  of  the  hyinenial  proceedings  the  very 
.lilly  scene  in  the  whole  play  is  perfoi  iiied  — the  iirctended 
pilgrimage  to  Benares.     See  1st  book  of  Brahma  page  U. 


The  ccriinonies  of  oninmnm'  are  now  pcrfoniicd  and 
llie  CaiiffuDum  is  tied  to  the  wrist  of  the  bridrgrooni.  The 
parly  then  move  in  grand  proci  ssion  to  tlu'  house  of 
the  bride,  where  olleriiig  ailormion  to  the  Nnplial  (ire  the 
'/'ii//i  is  put  on  the  briile's  neck,  with  the  usual 
ceremonies  practised  in  l'reja))atheum  marriage,  after 
w  iiiirh  the  new  married  couple  walk  round  the  Nuptial 
pcde,  and  pay  adoration  to  Aronnlhoodte,  in  performing 
this  ceremony  live  little  girls  bearing  each  small  pots  of 
watiT,  sandal,  (lowers,  &e.  walk  before  the  married  cou- 
ple. These  girls  receive  as  a  present  from  one  to  four 
rupees  each  —  ihenaineof  this  iiuiiieaiiing  ceremony  in 
.tnisanij.  Afier  going  round  llie  pile  and  paying 
adoration  to  .tionullmUee — the  bridegroom  [ilaees  one  of 
the  bride's  legs  on  a  grinding  Ktoue,  they  now  move  in 
procession  together  with  the  wliole  to  the  houie  of  the 
bridegroom,  where  the  Canganam,    is  untied. 

During  the  celebration  of  the  wedding  great  expences 
are  incurred  by  those  in  good  circiiiiistances  — Notches 
dinners  and  other  entertainment  are  for  successive  day» 
given  up  by  the  bridegroom. 


Those  imaircs  are  all  of  stone,*  broiiijht  from  the  ncightiourhooj 
of  the  river  Gundhukco,  which  falls  into  the  Cianges    near  I'atua. 

The  Hiu<loos  of  every  cast,  and  of  both  sexes,  make  images  of 
the  lingu  with  the  clay  of  the  river  Ganges,  every  morning  after 
bathing,  and  worship  it,  making  bows,  presenting  olferinf^s.  and 
repealinj;  incantations  before  it.  This  is  most  frequently  done  by 
the  sides  of  the  river. 

Besides  the  lingu,  there  is  another  form  in  which  Siva  is  wor- 
shipped called  Muhakalu.  This  is  the  image  of  a  smoak-coloured 
boy,  with  three  eyes,  his  hair  standing  erect,  clothed  in  red  gar- 
ments, his  teeth  verv  Urge;  he  wears  a  necklace  of  htunan  skulls, 
and  a  large  jutta  ;  in  one  hand  he  has  a  stick,  and  in  another  the 
foot  of  a  bedstead;  a  half  moon  appears  on  his  forebeail;  he  has  a 
large  belly;  and  presents  a  very  terrific  appearance.  Siva  \%  called 
Munakalii,  because  he  destroys  all,  or  all  is  absordcd  in  him  at  the 
time  of  a  kalpii,  aud^afterwards  reproduced,  t 

Images  of  this  form  of  Siva  are  not  made  in  Bengal,  but  a  pan 
of  water,  or  an  unadee-lingu,  is  substituted,  before  which  blootly 
sacrifices  are  offered,  and  other  ceremonies  performed,  in  the 
month  Kartiga,  at  the  new  moon.  A  few  persons  only  perform 
this  worship. 

Except  before  this  imago,  bloody  sacrifices  arc  never  offered  to 
Siva,  who  is  called  a  voishnuvu,  i.  e.  a  worshipper  of  Vishnoo, 
before  whose  image  no  animals  are  slain,  and  whose  disciples  pro- 
fess never  to  eat  animal  food. 

Those  who  receive  in  their  ear  the  name  of  Siva,  from  their 
gooroos,  or  spiritual  guides,  are  called  Soivyus.  The  tiluku,  or 
mark  on  the  forehead,  which  these  persons  wear,  is  composed  of 
three  curved  lines  like  a  half-moon,  and  a  round  dot  on  the  nose. 
It  is  made  with  the  mud  of  the  Ganges,  or  with  sandal  wood,  or  the 
ashes  of  cow-dung. 

In  the  month  Pungoonu,  every  year,  the  Hindoos  make  the 
image  of  Siva,  and  worship  him  for  one  day,  throwing  the  image 
the  next  day  into  the  water.  This  worship  is  performed  in  the 
night,  and  is  accompanied  with  singing,  dancing,  music,  feasting, 
&c.  The  image  worshipped  is  either  that  of  Siva  with  five  faces, 
or  that  with  one  face. 

In  the  month  Maghu  a  festival  in  honour  of  Siva  is  held  for  one 
day,  when  the  image  of  this  god,  sitting  on  a  bull,  with  Parvutee 
his  bride  on  his  knee,  is  worshipped  in  the  principal  towns  in  Ben- 
gal. 


*  It  is  remarkable,  that  a  stone  image,  consecrated  to  Venus    was  very 
muchlikethe  linj^u.     01  thisstone  it  is  said,  that  it  was  "  from  the  top 


to  the  bottom  of  an  orbicular  fi-ure,  a  little  broad  beneath  :  the  circum- 
ference was  small,  and  sharpening  toward  the  top  like  a  suzar-loaf  The 
reason  unknown."  ^ 

+  Some  say  Saturn  received  his  name  because  he  was  satisliod  with  the 

JoTtiosth'em  up'as5n!"°  ''"'  ^^  P^"'"^vaurms  his  children  and 


•  This  is  a  kind  of  burnt-offering.  The  things  offered  are 
clarified  butter,  scsamum,  flowers,  boiled  rice,  rice  boiled  in  milk 
and  sweetened  with  hone)',  doorvn  grass,  vilwu  leaves,  the  tcnder 
branches,  half  a  span  long,  of  the  ushwutt'hu.  [(/]  the  clooin- 
vuru,  [h]  the  pulasliu,  Ic]  the  akundu,  \d\  the  shuini-c,  (t]  and 
the  khu(l)rii  [/]  trees.  Clarilicd  butter  alone  is  snflirii-nt  to  form 
the  burul-ofi'ering  called  oniniom,and  any  or  all  of  these  things  may 
be  aildcd,  but  without  clarified  butter  the  ommom  cannot  be  per- 
formed.f 

If  a  person  wish  to  perform  this  worship,  he  provides  a  brah- 
min acquainted  with  the  usual  forms,  and  the  day  before,  abstain- 
ing from  flesh  and  fish,  does  not  anoint  his  boily,  but  shaves  his 
head;  eats  oncein  the  day  rice  which  has  not  been  wet  in  clean- 
ing. The  next  day  he  ris'es  early  and  bathes,  performing  the  morn- 
ing ceremonies,  and  his  usual  worship.  Then  coining  home  he  be- 
gins the  ommom  pooja,  in  the  presence  of  his  frionds,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  brahmin  whom  he  has  chosen.  First  he  sits  down 
citherin  the  house  or  before  the  door,  with  his  face  towards  the 
east,  and  makes  a  square  alt.ar  of  four  cubits  with  clean  ilry  sand', 
upon  which,  with  a  blade  of  kooshu  grass,  he  writes  the  proper 
niuntru  He  then  brings  some  fire,  and  taking  a  little  straw  in 
each  hand  besets  that  in  his  right  hand  on  fire,  with  which  he 
lights  thnt  in  his  left,  and  then  throws  that  in  his  right  hand  away. 
He  repeats  this  action  again,  and  then  lays  down  the  last  wisp  of 
lighted  straw  on  the  altar,  repeating  muntrus.  Upcni  this  he  lays 
on  the  wood,  kindles  a  fire,  and  worships  the  god  Ugnec  (fiie). 
Next  he  enicrs  upon  the  burnt-sacrifice  :  Having  already  pro- 
vided clarified  butter  and  sticks,  half  a  span  long,  and  plac- 
ed them  by  his  side,  he  takes  up  one  of  these  sticks  at  a 
time,  and,  dipping  it  in  the  clarified  butter,  he  lays  it  on  the  fire, 
repeating  a  muntru  before  he  lays  it  on  the  fire.  He  may  either 
ofler  eight,  or  twenty-eight,  one  hundred  and  eight,  two  hundred 
and  eight,  three  hundred  and  eight,  and  so  on  till  he  be  satisfied, 
or  til  he  think  the  gods  have  had  clarified  butter  enough.!  At 
the  close  he  puts  or  pours  upon  the  fire,  plantains,  the  leaves  of  the 
piper  betle,  and  sour  milk.  He  does  this,  as  they  say,  to  cool  the 
earth,  which,  being  a  goddess,  is  supposed  to  have  sustained  some 
harm  by  the  heat  of  the  fire.  Finally,  he  makes  presents,  and  en- 
tertains brahmins. 


[a]  Ficus  religiosa. 
[c]  Butea  frondosa. 
ie]  Mimosa  albida. 


[6}  Ficus  racimosa. 
[d]  Asclepias  gigantea. 
[J]  Mimosa  catechu. 


top  +  The  flesh  of  goats  may  be  used  in  the  ommom  pooja. 


t  The  god  Ugnee  was  such  a  glutton,  that  he  was  once  surfeited  with  | 
claniicd  butter,  and  to  cure  him,  L'rjoonu  burnt  a  forest  coutaiuin"  me- 
dicmal  plants.  ° 


HINDOO    CASTES. 


The  family  of  the  bride  in  like  manner,  serve  out  beeile- 
liut<i  to  all  their  friends  and  reltiivcs,  beinif  thu  Hiadoo 
mode  of  sending  an  invitalion.* 

Sobbanam,  see  1st  book  of  Brahma,  page  8. 
fielinloti  and  Tutelar  Dieties  of  the   A'a!calau!ur. 

Tlic  major  part  of  the  Nidvalaulurs  are  of  the  Siva  re- 
ligion-and  llieir  Tutelar  deity  is  Soobi-aniunni/,  they  also 
worship  a  vast  number  of  inl^erior  deities. 

Failing. — The  Nulvaliinluis  fast  on  the  following 
days,  viz. 

Kartiga. 


•  Ceremonies  of  the  Tamul  Castes  by  Simon  Casie  Chitti/,  a 
Xative  of  Ceylon. 

Marriage,  in  rlnssicul  Tamul,  is  called  "  Vivaliam,"  fiom  thn 
Sanskrit  "  Viv  I'na ;"  but  this  term  is  used  only  amont;  the  hijIiT 
orders,  tlie  word  in  more  Eeuoral  use  is  "  kaliyanaai,"  implyiiiij 
"  eonvivialitv."  Proposals  of  marriatre  are  usually  made  by  the 
parents  of  the  parties  wishin*;  to  be  united  :  when  these  are  assent- 
ed to,  thev  first  ascertain  from  a  Hrahmin  the  day  which  will  be 
most  propitious  for  its  consummati  tu,  ac(;nrdinj^  to  the  rules  of  as- 
trolo.jy,  by  which  their  actions  are  invariably  regulated  in  matters 
nfmoment;  hence,  as  it  regards  the  ceremony  of  uiarnage,  the 
month  Adi,  whiih  answers  to  part  of  our  fuly  aiid  Au!;ust,  is  con- 
sidered a  very  inauspicious  period,  and  conscqueutly  no  marriages 
are  ever  celebrate'  during  that  time. 

The  fathers  of  both  parties  beinjr  assured  of  an  auspicious  hour 
ioviie  their  friends  and  relations,  and  commence  erecting  a  pandal 
or  booth  in  front  of  their  respective  dwellings.  In  raising  these 
pandals  disputes  often  arise  touching  the  number  of  kals,  or  poles, 
required  to  support  the  horizontal  roof,  as  none  but  those  of  dis- 
tinguished rank  are  entitled  to  tnenty-one.  the  erection  of  the 
first  p'de  on  the  north  east  side  is  accompanied  by  many  supersti- 
tious observances.  Before  it  is  fi.xed  in  the  ground  it  is  oesineared 
with  pulverized  Sanders  and  turmeric,  and  the  lop  ornamented  with 
a  number  of  .Mango  leaves  and  pieces  of  silk  ;  and  when  about  to 
be  put  into  the  hole  destined  to  receive  it,  thev  throw  in  small  bits 
of  gold,  coral,  and  pearls,  together  with  a  chank,  [a]  and  some 
cncoanut  milk.  When  the  pandal  is  complete,  they  pioceeJtothe 
Modiiar,  the  headman  of  the  district,  with  nine  trays  of  betel  leaves 
an<l  areka  nuts,  arranired  one  upon  the  other,  and  decently  covered 
with  a  white  cloth,  and  presenting  them  to  him,  obtain  his  per- 
missittn  in  writing  f>r  tlieir  washerman  to  hang  the  pandals  with 
white  cloth,  both  inside  and  out ;  or  inside  onlv,  as  the  rank  and 
condition  of  the  parties  albtw.  Havinsr  thus  obtained  the  sanction 
of  the  Modiiar  they  dispitch  a  partv  of  their  friends  into  the  coun- 
try to  announce  the  intendcil  marriage  to  the  people,  by  presenting 
tnetn  also  with  divers  trays  of  betel  leaves,  calculated  according  to 
their  rank  and  caste.  While  this  is  in  progress;,  the  pandal  is  hung 
with  white  cloth,  un<l  adorned  with  the  cocoauut  blossoms  aud 
jouDg  leaves,  &c. 

But  besides  the  pandal  just  described,  they  erect  triumphal 
arches  near  their  dwellings,  adurniug  theni  with  the  le.ives  of  the 
cocoanut  tree,  and  fix  two  rows  of  the  stems  of  plantain  trees  with 
lamps  on  their  tops,  forming  a  street  from  the  dior  of  their  habita- 
tion to  the  pandal ;  which  rude  display  has  far  from  an  uupleasing 
effect  even  on  the  more  refined  taste  of  a  European.  In  the  centre 
of  the  pandal  erected  at  the  dwelling  of  the  bride  an  e.xtra  pole  is 
fixed,  called -Arasanikal,  or  the  lady  prde  ;  and  near  it  is  raised  a 
small  altar  of  earth,  on  which  is  placed  a  ball  of  cow  dung  oi-na- 
menled  with  kusa  [fc]  grass,  to  represent  Puliiar,  the  deity  who 
is  supposed  to  preside  t)ver  these  rites,  as  -lanus  was  among  the 
Uomaos^  In  front  of  the  Arasanikal  a  quadrangular  pit  is  dug, 
aud  the  inside  of  it  besmeared  with  cow  dung  fur  the   purpose  of 

[rt]  The  cftank  or  cmc/i  shell  having  nine  valves  or  foUlings.  is  consi- 
dered by  the  votaries  of  Vi.shnu  as  rcpresL>ritin"  his  nine  avatars  or  in- 
carnations, and  on  that  account  is  perforaleu  aud  used  by  them  as  a 
trumpet  at  their  relii,'iou3  performances. 

[i]  Poa  cynosuroides.  Kocu. 


.Sivaratrecpooja. 
Aniintaverlha  Noniboo. 
Mahalalchin^  Noniboo. 

Gatharisvara  Nombo(\ 
Thcepavalee,  and  Pongol  days. 

They  are  pvivileeed  to  perform  the  daily  pooja  to  I'ig- 
nanvttru,  Siva  and  Sooriyen  or  sun,  and  repeat,  the  prayers 
called  PunchalcUartim,  and  Shaluliharum — and  study  ihi* 
Siva  and  yishnoo  I'oot  u»as,  and  particularly  invoke  their 
Tutelar    deity  Soobramunnij — the  son   of  Siia. 

kindling  the  Hnmam,  or  aacrifirial  fire.  On  the  edge  of  the  pit  is 
fixed  a  serpent  formed  of  clay,  in  an  erect  posture,  an<l  before  it  are 
phtced  three  painted  pots,  piled  one  upon  the  other,  havini^  on  the 
top  a  cocoanut  streaked  with  turmeric,  and  a  lamp  burning  near 
them.  When  every  necessary  preparation  is  completed  the  bride's 
father  intimates  it  to  the  biidegroom,  who  proceeds  to  her  dwelling 
with  the  Tali  or  wedding  ring,  and  the  kure  or  apnarel,  which  arc 
borne  before  him  bv  a  servant  maid,  either  in  a  bo.x  orou  a  sal- 
ver, attended  by  his  friends  and  relations. 

If  the  bridem'oom  be  a  person  of  superior  rank,  or  descended 
from  a  headman  of  distinction,  the  washerman  spread  white  cloth 
along  the  road  fur  him  to  walk  upon;  two  others  fan  him  with 
chamarams,  [cl  while  four  persons  hold  a  canopy  over  his  head  ; 
the  musicians  following  with  their  music  ;  two  barbers  blowing 
chinks  ;  dancin?  ^irls  moving  in  measure  ;  and  a  number  of  boys 
carrying  lighteil  llambeaus.  while  umbrellas  and  flags,  and  others 
exhibiting  fireworks;  forming  altogether  a  most  medley  but  still 
iuiposiiig  group. 

As  soon  as  the  bridegroom  is  seen  approaching,  the  bride's  fa- 
ther goes  out  with  a  select  party  of  friends  to  welcome  him,  sprink- 
ling rose  water  on  him;  aud  when  he  arrives,  the  bride  (who  has 
previously  been  bathed,  and  arlorned  in  splendid  appand.  and  rich- 
ly ornamented  with  jewels)  is  ushered  into  the  pandal,  and  thev 
both  take  their  seats  on  cushions  placed  near  the  Arasanikal, 
keeping  their  faces  directed  towards  the  east,  by  which  they  intend 
some  compliment  to  the  glorious  orb  of  day.  When  the  bride  and 
bridegroom  are  thus  seated,  the  guests  also  tike  their  lespectiie 
places,  and  the  Brahmin  ignites  the  sacrificial  fire,  occasionallv 
throwin;;  into  it  Inndfulsof  each  s'irt  of  fine  grain,  and  .a  niiinbiT 
of  dried  sprigs  of  the  tress  ;  All,  [rf]  Arasu,  [e]  Itti,  [/]  .\tli,  Ij;) 
Ma.  |A]  Karunkali,  \_t]  together  widi  the  kusa  grass  and  Nayuruvi 
[i]  herb,  also  pourinu'  into  it  drops  of  clarified  butter  one  hundred 
and  eight  times,  at  ditfereut  intervals;  reciting  each  time  a  text 
from  the  vada,  and  a  series  of  short  orisons;  the  intention  of  which 
is,  to  invoke  the  deities  to  accept  of  the  saciifice  thus  offered,  and 
to  endow  the  couple  about  to  be  marri'-d  with  happin<:ss  aud  pros- 
perity. The  tali  is  afterwards  placed  on  a  salver,  and  banded 
round  to  the  guests  to  be  touched  separately  and  successively  by 
each  of  them  ,  and  when  that  is  done,  it  is  placed  before  the  bride- 
groom, who  hanu's  it  round  the  neck  of  the  bride,  during  which  ait 
the  Brahiniu  divides  the  cocoanut.  which  lay  on  the  painted  pot, 
into  two  equal  parts,  and  pronounces  a  benediction,  while  the  bar- 
ber sounds  the  chank,  and  the  musiciuus  play  on  their  instruments 
without  intermission. 

When  the  above  ceremony  is  enile  I,  the  rite  called  Panigram 
is  performed  by  the  lirahmiu,  which  is  th.it  rf  joining  the  hands  of 
the  two,  painting  a  pottu  or  full  moon  on  their  foreheads  with  pul- 
verized Sander  wood  and   the  sacrificial   ashes,  and  making  them 

[cl  The  diamara  or  cl.nuri  is  a  whisk  made  of  the  tail  of  the  bos 
gruimiiina. 

[f/]  Fii-us  benghalensis.  [e]  Ficus  loligiosa.  [/]  A  variety  of  the 
sacred  fig. 


[5]  Ficus  udumbara. 
to  Diospyros  ebeuum. 


[A]  Magifera  indica. 
[^■]  Caralsabo. 


10 
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Oi  ritin;  from  liis  hoi  ii  Nnlvnlai\Iur  miisl  reyicnt  the 
H.mi»  "  5ir(i"  tvvu-o  :  iIu'H  view  his  lace  in  n  ji'i'S''.  "''' 
I'lbo.iJei  or  sni-recl  ashis,  on  his  fArohfiul  pruiiomiciiii; 
■  ■  ,4ra"—"  Mra"—"  Sira"—"  Sira"—lhen  nmuu^  out 
of  iiis  room  ho  will  cleiui  liis  let'lh  willi  ii  (wis,'  mid  wash 
his  faci-— again  rubbiii;;  on  his  forehead  breast  and  nrms 
riboodnn. 

These  duties  being  performed  lie  attends  to  tlic  busi- 
ness of  his  f.irm  tiUlhc  hour  of  Poj.iy  which  is  i>erlorm- 
Oil  in  the  ftdlowini^  manner  :  rubbing  sacred  ashes  on  Ins 
fonhead,  arms  aiul  breast  he  i«uts  on  a  bead  necklace  ; 
he  next  eiina'.'es  in.  /i'ooi/r(ie/in«»  — and  repeats  verses  in 
praise  of  (?(1Hii.v(i*  and  Situ:  he  Iheu  ennlemphitcs— 
prays    and    lucdilates  again— burning  camphire   all   the 

oireumambulatc  the  fire  three  times,  occa^innally  throwing  into 
it  hiin.ltuls  111' piiil.lv  niixeil  with  llovvers,  &c.,  ns  they  p!^^!i.  Dur- 
111'  tins  Utter  "bservaiii-o  thi'ir  hauls  are  elapsed  tuj;elher  man 
aa'riu"  attiluue  l.iw.ir.ls  the  eli'iueiit.  Those  liiiiiiiivolutioiis 
haviu."ceascil,  the  Brahmin  recit.'S  the  following  sentence,  "  T/ie 
iUM  and  moon,  (Aii  fire,  and  the  three  hnndrtd  and   thirty-three 

mtiiionsoigods.areuUness.lh.it—.  the   son  of .  nou' gives 

his   dan.jhier ,  as    iri/e  to ,  hA»  is    the  son  of -.       At 

this  stij-e  of  the  procecdiiisis  the  hiide's  father  formally  {itves  his 
dauehterlo  her  husband,  and  lepeaU  with  the  Bftthmm  the  aljove 
declaration,  which  concludes  the  cercuiouy. 

When  a  marriaRc  has  been  thus  solemnized,  the  bride  stands 
on  a  stone  with  the  point  of  her  right  loot,  while  the  bnde{;room 
poials  out  to  her,  throu^li  an  aperture  made  ni  the  io..f  of  the  pan- 
dul  the  constellation  Arundhati,  as  an  emblem  of  ipatnmonial  vir- 
tue" The  last  named  ccremonv  is  sometimes  performed  on  the 
f.mrth  day  after  marriage,  but  it  is  contrary  to  the  rules  laid  down 
in  their  ritual  laws.  When  the  newly  marr'ed  pair  are  about  to 
withdraw,  the  parents  and  relations  besprinkle  then,  with  turme- 
ric water  impre^mated  with  kusa  grass,  the  intonfou  of  »'".<^l' ■;'  » 
protec-t  them  from  all  kinds  of  wUc  icraft  but  more  pa.t  cu Uily 
from  the  tasclnation  of  the  eyes.  The  isolations  and  friends  then 
pronounce  ablesnngon  them,  wishing  them  a  numerous  progeny, 
in  the  loUowin.'  words  :  "  von  shall.flourish  like  the  Banian  tree, 
ltd  take  yltr-'root  like  the  Kusa  grass,  you  shail  shoot  up  like  the 
Bamboo,  and  live  without  end."  [I] 

After  this  thev  are  conducted  into  the  marriage  chamber  and 
thrassemblv  breaks  up,  not  however  without  partaking  of  an  en. 
ertab,m^nt-or  masticating  betel,  and  hesmearii...-  then  breasts  with 
pulveriTed  sander  wood.  On  ihe  fourth  day  after  the  consumma- 
tC  of  the  marria-e,  a  whimsical  ceremony  ca  led  Nalan  chada- 
„a^  is  mvariablv  observed.  The  newly  married  couple  are  led  in 
Procession  to  a  well,  where  the  husband  stands  with  one  end  of  the 
He"  cUh  about  his  loins  and  she  with  the  other  ;  then  pour  wa- 
er  on  both  their  heads,  after  .pvink  ling  them  profusely  with  the 
iu  ce  of  urmcric.  This  is  however  scarcely  worthy  ol  notice,  and 
^iL^ve  remarked  itonly  because  it  has  never  been  mentioned  by 
any  European  writer. 

»   Gitnnshu. 

This  eod  is  representei  in  the  form  of  a  fat  shod  man,  with  a 
loni^belfv,  and  an  elephanfs  head  ;  fon,  bonds  :  holHmg  in  one  a 
shell,  in  another  a  chukru,  in  another  a  club,  and  in  the  fouith  a 
water-lily-     He  sits  upon  a  rat. 

In  an  elephanfs  head  are  two  projecting  teeth  but  in  G'm^'hn's 
only  one  the  other  having  been  torn  out  by  Vishnoo  when  m  the 
?ori  "rP Ji'i sooramu.  ho  wishe.l  to  go  to  see  Sua  ''" -^^n  who 
»tood  as  door-keeper,  denied  him  entrance  upon  which  a  batt  e 
commenced,  and  Purnsooramu  beat  him,  and    tore  out  one    of  his 

teeth. 


W  How  nearly  does  tins  b-edic^  on  a,^e^  w  th  the  s„bjo.„ed^ 
kt1a™nd'"-"r.'/Si^T/i^ri^f</^/r.^«r^f  Vn  Ihe  ^.UU  of  thine 
1%    %  chUiren  like  the  olive  brctiiche^  round  about  thy  Cable. 


while  ;  next  he  presents  IG  kinls  of  o(Tfrin^,'s  and  I.islly 
pivs  his  adoration  to  the  siiu— and  immediately  sils  to 
his  breakfast. 

A  jVutralnultir  of  Ihe  Vishnoo  ri  lii;iim,  weurs  on  lii> 
fiirehead  the  murks  of  Vishnoo— and  performs  Vishiioo- 
pooja. 

i''oo(/  o/"  lite  Nulvalaiihir. 
Like  the  Uramiiis.tbe  Nulvalanliirs  are  prohihiled  flesh, 
fisli  and  fowl.  'I'licir  food  llierrl'iire  consists  of  rice,  doll, 
elarilieil  bullcr,  milk,  and  curd  ciurics,  ami  cakes  called 
doosi,  vadi,  puulee,  panee,  authirisam,  silhoondi,  alwi, 
boori,  &c.   and  fruits  ;  no   spirit   of  any  sort  is  used. 

The  work  called  (iunashn-kduuhu  contains  a  most  indecent  slo- 
rv  respecting  the  birth  of  this  god,  \er)  much  like  ihat  in  tlie 
succeeding  account  of  the  birlli  ofKaitikavu,  frnii.  Ihe  hanuiyuuu. 
bivaand  Doorga  slept  lUIKI  veaia  together  without  any  liu.t,  and 
weie  at  la»t  inlen  opted  by  the  assembled  gods  (  .«,()IKI.IKK)). 
alarmed  le.st  the  being,  the  fruit  of  this  connection,  should  lie  so 
powerful  as  to  destroy  the  whole  woild.  Por  this  interruption 
Doorga  mtlicted  this  curse  upon  them,  thai  they  should  never  in 
future  have  childien  ;  and  since  that  lime  the  gods  have  liecn 
childless.  At  another  time,  this  pair  were  inteirupted  in  llieir 
connubial  pleasures  by  Vishnoo,  in  the  form  ol  a  biahmin,  when 
the  seed  of  Siva  lallinL'  >a  the  ground,  entered  into  this  brahmiu, 
and  thus  was  born  (iunashu. 

When  it  was  known  that  Doorga  had  obtained  a  son,  all  the 
gods  went  to  see  the  child.  Among  the  rest  was  bhunee.  .'^hunee 
knew  that  if  he  looked  upon  the  child  it  would  be  '•'''.""■J  '» 
ashes;  therefore  he  hebl  down  h,s  head.  Doorga  look  i  as  an 
insult  that  he  should  hang  down  his  head,  and  retuse  to  look  at  her 
cliild.  He,  however,  at  liist  did  not  mmd  her  reproof;  but  being 
at  last  irritkted,  he  looked  upon  the  child,  and  its  bead  was  in- 
stantly consumed.  When  the  goddess  saw  her  •^''dd,  she  was 
overwliclmed  with  g.ief,  and  wanted  to  destroy  ihunee,  but  lirah- 
ma  in  ericied,  and  pieveuled  her,  telling  Shunee  logo  ou  and 
b,in"the  hea  1  of  the  first  animal  he  should  see  lying  with  it. 
head"to«ardsthe  north.  He  found  an  elephant  ,n  .his  sit.iatioii 
cut  off  Us  head,  and  fi.vcd  it  upon  Guuashu.  and  thus  Cjundi.hu 
assumed  the  shape  he  at  present  wears. 

Doorga  was  but  little  soothed  when  she  saw  her  son  with  an  ele- 
phant's head.  To  pacify  her,  Brahma  said  that  amongst  he 
wor.shipofallthe  gods  that  of  Gunashu  should  for  ever  bear  the 
preference.  Wheref..re,  iu  the  beginning  of  every  pooja,  worship 
Is  constantly  paid  to  Gunashu.  Not  only  is  Gunashu  thus  honour 
ed  in  rcligimis  ceremonies.biit  in  almost  all  civil  concerns  tie  is  par- 
ticularly regarded :  as,  when  a  person  is  leaving  his  house  to  go  a 
journey,  he  says,  "Oh!  thou  work-perfecting  Gunashu  grant  me 
success  in  mv  journey.  (Jnnashu  !  Gunashu '.Gunashu  !  At 
the  head  of  every  letter,- a  salutation  is  made  to  (■""ashu  W  hen 
a  person  begins  to  read  a  book  he  salutes  Gunashu.  In  the  daily 
ceremonies  of  all  the  Hindoos  also  this  god  is  worshipped. 


Another  name  of  Gunashu  is  Huri  ra-Gunashu.  This  name 
seems  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  following  story. 

Doorira  was  one  day  cleaning  her  body.  Wiping  off  the  turme- 
rick  &c"  with  oil.  shefoimed  a  kind  of  cake  in  her  hngers.  1  us 
she  rolled  together,  and  with  it  tried  to  make  the  image  ot  a  child. 
Having  donlso,  she  was  much  pleased  with  it,  and  began  to  hmk. 
that  she  would  infuse  life  into  it.  b'he  did  so,  and  this  child  be- 
came Huridra-Gunashu. 

This  imace  of  Huridra-Gunashu  is  that  of  a  yellow-coloured  man, 
with  the  face  of  an  elephant;  four  arms;  yellow  ganiieuls,  in  one 
hand  the  instrument  pashu;  in  another  the  spike  which  the  ele- 
phant-driver uses:  in  auotner  a  round  sweetmeat,  and  m  auoiliei 
a  stick. 


NULVALiiVULURo 
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PoU^nm)/.  fn  conformity  to  the  phrase,  Aapoolnu- 
„a>'iillnunaslree,  wliicli  .signifies,  that  "he  tchotschild- 
tetn,  tciU  not  oblain  ,va'rn/.o","  if  llie  wife  of  a  Nulvalau- 
lur  niovo  biureii,  or  if  after  llie  birth  of  achiMbht  be- 
come sicklv,  lieisvennilted  by  the  Shaslras  to  marry 
another  wife  accordin;,'  to  tlu"  form  of  I'lfjaijallieum-maT- 
liage. 

It  is  dpclared  in  the  Shrislras,  that  ho  wlio  covets  ano- 
ther man's  wife  or  commits  adultery  with  her  will  have  liis 
portion  in  tlie  "  burning  hell." 

Ifa  woman  fall  in  love  with  a  married  man.  and  if  he 
Jo  not  take  her  to  wife  by  marriage,  in  the  presence  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  woman's  parents,  before  J^wee- 
fcu-zni-an  the  jjod  of  fire- it  is  considered  a  great  sin: 
:he  same  applies  to  the  man-the  children  of  such  mar- 
riages are   considered  legitimate. 

Nulvalaulur  widows  are  not  allowed  to  n:8rry. 

Funeral  Riles. 
Water  from  the  Ganges  or  the  Sadoo  river  is  given  to  a 
Nulvalaulur  to  drink,  when  there  are  no  hopes  enteiiain- 
ed  of  his  recovery  :  on  this  occasion  a  cow  is  presented 
to  the  priest  in  attendance.  Immediately  after  demise  a 
{^reat  lamentation  is  made  by  the  female  part  ol  the  fa- 
mily and  other  women  in  the  house,  but  the  men  inime- 
diatrly  make  arran^xt  menis  for  removing  the  corpse.  An 
Odooian  and  Pundaiam  Tumbiian,  religious  mendicants 
who  orticiate  on  these  occasions  are  invited,  who  repeat 
certain  muniruiiis  over  the  body,  which  being  washed  is 
laid  out  for  removal. 

The  ne.\t  of  heir  to  the  deceased  has  his  head  and 
whiskers  shaved  and  lays  aside  his  turband  :  he  now  pre- 
pares under  the  direction  of  his  Odoovan,  five  small  pots, 
covered  all  over  with  thread  and  ornainented  with  man- 
go leaves  ;  after  sundry  ceremonies  performed  over 
the  pot,  the  Odoovan  and  his  companion  approach  the 
corpse  and  whispir  into  its  ears  certain  sacred  words  : 
the  deceased  is  then  again  washed  (agreeably  to  Sivaga- 
niavidee  Shastras)  and  decorated  with  flowers  :  fresh 
marks  of  ashes  are  laid  on  the  forehead,  and  beetle    and 

There  are  no  festivals  for  the  celebration  of  the  worship  of  this 
poll,  nor  any  templrs  (iudica'cd  to  him  in  Bengal.  However,  mJ- 
uy  persons  receive  his  name  as  their  >:uarilian  deity  from  their  spi- 
ritual teachers;  repeat  this  name  constantly;  pciform  his  (tally 
worship,  and  at  other  times  the  ommom,  or  burat-oftering,  in  his 
name. 

At  the  full  moon  in  the  m<  nth  Maghu,  some  persons  make  or 
buv  aclav  iniat;e,  and  perform  the  worship  of  Cunashu,  when  the 
i.tKciating  braLmin  performs  dhvanu,  jnpu,  reads  muntrus,  and 
makes  the  offennj;s,  &c.  as  in  other  common  poojas.  "Ihere  is  no 
public  annual  ponja  to  Gunasbu.  It  is  done,  optionally,  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  at  the  full  moon,  when  several  persons  subscribe, 
and  defray  the  cxpencc  of  this  worship. 

Stone  images  of  Ibis  j-od  are  worshipped  daily  at  Benares  in  the 
temples  by  the  sides  of  the  (iaiiges.  I  cannot  tind  that  there  are 
any  temples  dedicated  to  Gunasbu  in  Bengal,  ^ome  persons  paint 
the  image  of  Gunaslm  at  the  outside  of  their  houses  over  the  door. 
Some  take  the  uame  of  Gunashu  as  their  chosen  protector,  or  istu 
davta.     Those  who  receive  Ihis  name  are  called   Ganuputyus. 

Many  persons  keep  a  small  metal  image  of  Gunashu  in  their 
houses,  and  place  it  by  the  side  of  the  shalgramu,  and  worship  it 
daily. 

The  worship  of  Gunashu  is  also  performed,  at  considerable 
length,  at  the  cominencimeiit  of  a  wedding,  and  also  when  the 
bride  is  presented  to  the  bridegroom. 

The  worship  of  Gunashu  is  generally  performed  to  obtain  pre- 
servation from  danger. 


nut,  &c.  arc  pounded  and  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  corpse 
which  being  borne  on  a  liicr  or  Palankeen  to  the  burning 
place  is  accompanied  by  all  the  family  and  friends  pre- 
sent—the son  or  heir  following  with  a  lighted  torch  to  set 
fire  to  the  funeral  pile.  As  the  funeral  parly  proceeds  on 
the  road,  gold  and  silver  liowers  mixed  with  beetle  and 
roasted  paddy  are  cast  on  the  ground  at  every  10  yard.--. 
The  procession  is  accompanied  by  lom-lonis,  Iriimpel.s 
chanks,  &c.  and  on  arriving  at  the  spot,  they  perfoiiii 
some  trivial  and  unmeaning  ceremonies,  too  childisli 
to  deserve  a  record  .-  this  farce  concluded  tl.e  pile  is 
set  fire  to,  and  corpse  and  bier  return  to  their  original 
nothingness. 

On  the  following  day  Sunchayanum  or  funeral  rites  are 
performed.  On  the  '7th  day,  the  relatives  coiiie  to  ihii 
deceased's  house,  with  some  sweetmeats,  which  they 
leave  at  the  place  where  the  deceased  expired,  as  a  sa- 
crifice to  the  soul,  and  then  they  condole  with  every  mem- 
ber of  the  deceased's  family,  crying  and  bellowing  more 
like  savages  than  the  females  of  a  civilised  nation  :  not- 
withstanding their  yells  and  lamentations,  sorrow  ap- 
pears to  be  no  preventive  to  hunger  for  they  soon  dry  up 
their  tears  and  sit  to  a  substantial  though  not  a  sumptuous 
fare. 

On  the  15lh  day  the  requisite  articles  being  brought  f</r 
the  performance  of  she  obsequies,  a  shed  is  erected  in  a 
garden  under  a  tree  and  a  little  mud  altar  made  which 
is  called  Omacooiidiiiii,  on  which  they  perform  the  Om- 
mom ceremonies.  On  the  IGlh  day,  the  Talli  or  mar- 
riage knot  is  taken  ofl'  the  widow's  neck  in  the  presence 
of  the  assembled  relatives. 

Then  the  provisions  for  a  feast  are  removed  to  the 
warden,  where  the  deceased's  son  first  performs  the  cere- 
nionies  of  lioodrabooli/,  or  pumkin  sacrifice  to  Roodru* 
and  in  obedience  to  the  Angama-Shaslras,  he  bestowi  ihrt 
gifts  called  Yakahum,  [1]  Navamum,  [2]  Sodasam,  [3] 
Suptakum,  [4]    and    Soovargarolianum,    [5]. 

After  these  offerings  are  made,  other  cerewionies  are 
performed  viz.  Vasodakum,  [li]  Thilodacum,  [7]  Silooth- 
wasana,  [8]  and  then  Pindum  or  boiled   rice  is  otVcred  to 

The  piincipal  names  of  Gunashu  aic  :  Gunashu,  or,  the  lord  of 
the  gunudavtas.— Dwoimatooiu,  or,  the  two-mothered.— Akudun- 
tu,  or,  the  one-toothed. —  Harumbu,  or,  he  wno  resides,  near  to 
Siva.— Lumboduiu,  or,  the  long  bellied.— Gujanunu,  or,  the 
elephant-faced. 

•  Rocdru. 

This  is  a  form  of  Siva  The  worship  is  the  same  as  that  paid 
to  the  lingu,  and  is  performed  at  the  times  of  other  great  festivals. 
Bloody  sacrifices  aie  ofleied  to  Uoodru. 

The  shastrus  speak  of  eleven  Roodrus,  or  of  eleven  forms  of 
Siva  under  this  name:  and  they  declare,  that  this  god,  as  tlu' 
destroyer,  will  assume  ili'vcn  forms  at  the  destruction  of  the  world; 
at  the  close  of  the  four  yoogus. 


[II     Om-rinK  made  to  a  single  Brahmin. 

Til     OffiTiii"  made  to  9  Brahmins. 

[3)     Uo.  do.        16        do. 

[4]     Do.  do.  7        do. 

r51  A  ceremony  is  performed  and  offciing  made  to  one  Brahmin  after 
this  it  is  sure"""  that  the  soul  of  the  deceased  .-«cends  to  heaven. 

161  The  ceremony,  whieh  is  performed  by  pouring  a  little  water 
throush  a  cloth,  and  ifpeat  certain  verses. 

[71  Is  a  ceremonv  performed  by  pourinR  out  rape  seed  and  water, 
and  repeating  at  tht  same  time  a  few  verses. 

[Rl  The  eeremony  of  eieetins  Ssmalt  stones,  each  "f  »';''h  respec- 
tiufy  staait  for  the  deceased  father  grand  father  and  great  grand  father. 
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the  soul  of  the  deceased,  ami  n  now   dolh  prospiilcil  ton 

.Imiciiiir  Kir'  =  "^'^'f  ''"*  ''"">'  ''"'''"  "'"^  "'**"  ''"'"  """"'"• 
In  ihc  (.'venini;  llii'  rcliilives  .-xiui  iVionds  sil  imilt-r  ilu-  slw'd, 
«!ion  the  person  wh.>  piTfiirnifil  (he  fiinciiil  (.l><e(iiiiis 
;iMa  his  cnusins  if  imv,  purify  lluinselvos  from  Ilu-  So,,. 
J.irMin.or  pollution  oi-ciisionod'  by  ili'Hh  in  ihe  liimily  ;  thoy 
iiK-n  put  on  new  tiirimn'is  locfivin^  presents  of  rUnhs 
from  Iheiv  nciir  relulivrs  nnd  s.-rving  nut  in  return  l)e<lle- 
nii:s  flowirs  and  sandal ;  llie  whole  companv  now  move  ni 
procession,  attended  by  h   great   eoiicourse  of  people,  ttc- 

Bi/  Simon  Gasle  C/iittij. 
*  Assoon  as  it  is  ascortaiiu-a  that  lifo  is  extinct, tlic  rclall.)H8  oftlio 
tle,e,-i'!i?J  person  oroct  n  |nii.liil  bcfiip  Ilu-  li'msi-  ii|im  f'liir  pules, 
ail  I  tho  washerman  haiijjs  it  with  white  olotU  ;  th«  huhLM-  Ijlnw.  a 
ch.\nk  1 1  annoinoo  Iho  oveut  ti>  the  vill  i^o  ;  and  tii'i  fnunils  ami 
tu'.jhiimrsarc  then  invile.l  bv  verlial  messaijcs  to  the  funeral  pau- 
dai.  When  the  peopUf  are  assembled  they  brin,'  ont  the  cirpse 
an  I  p;)jr  three  jars  i)f  water  over  it,  rubbin,'  on  the  head  some  irm- 
cc'y  oil  and  expiesscd  illippeseeds.  After  the  act  of  ablu- 
tion is  thns  performe.l  the  bodv  is  habited  in  a  clean  sarmenl,  an'l 
de.ked  with  wreaths  of  tra.,'ri"nl  flowers,  and  the  nearest  rclatim 
of  the  deceased  plaeinsj;  a  pi-vO  of  muslin  over  ilu  nuath  ol  the 
corpse,  thev  each  cast'on  It,  a  aMrdin;;  to  seniority,  a  few  i;raiiis 
of  rice,  and  a  cirilli,  which  is  the  perquisite  of  the  barber  wiio  at- 
tends at  the  funeral.  The  corpse  is  then  placed  in  the  centre  >1 
the  pand.al,  raised  on  au  elevation,  when  the  wife  or  son  of  tlie  ile- 
ce  ised  performs  the  last  peculiar  rite  of  •'  breakmi;  the  jar ;'  which 
is,  thatoneofthebcforoiiaia-'d  relatives  bnnss  from  the  house  a 
jarof  water,  carrvina  iton  the  shoulder,  and  bearing  a  li^hteil 
wick  in  one  hand';  and  after  makinj  a  circuit  three  times  roum 
the  bodv,  the  jar  is  broken  bv  sufferin-  it  genlly  to  fall  down,  and 
the  liTliled  wick  is  extinguislied  at  the  same  moment.  1  his  cere- 
moay"is  sometimes  performed  at  the  place  of  burainj;,  but  most 
frequently  in  the  house,  particularly  if  the  person  be  a  female: 
who,  accordini,'  to  the  rules  of  decorum  as  observed  by  them,  conia 
n)t  be  allowed  to  accompany  the  corpse  to  the  place  assigned  for 
its  last  destination.  After  the  jar  is  broken,  the  corpse  is  laid  on 
a  bier  made  of  cocoanut  branches,  decorated  with  flowers,  and  car- 
ried to  the  jun'le  upon  mens  shiulders,  under  a  canopy  of  white 
cloth,  attended  by  a  number  of  persons,  the  barber  in  particular, 
who  sounJs  the  chank  all  the  wav.  When  the  procession  reaches 
the  appointed  place,  a  clean  spot  is  selected,  where,  piling  up  a 
nn-.nbcrofbilletsof  drieJ  wood  they  lay  the  corpse  on  the  top,  an! 
pourin"  a  jar  of  clarified  butter  on  it,  set  fire  to  the  pile,  which  soon 
reduces  the  whole  to  ashes.  The  same  ceremonies  are  obseive'l  at 
burials:  for  the  rite  of  cremilion  is  denied  to  a  woiuin  who  dies 
in  childbed,  as  well  as  to  children  under  the  a.^e  iif  pviberty.  After 
altendin-'thelast  rites  of  cremation  or  sepallnie,  each  person  must 
wash  his'body,  and  purify  himself  before  enterin.,'  a  hous-,  or  par- 
taking of  any  food  ;  and  iu  the  observance  of  this  particular  they 
very  much  resemble  the  Jews,  among  whom  "when  a  man  dieth 
in  a  tent,  all  that  come  into  the  tent,  and  all  that  is  in  the  tent 
are  cousidered  "  unclean  seven  days." 


eompnnied  liy  tom-loms,  tniinpel'!,  &-c.   on  wliieli  occnsion 
tlif  .12  Biroodoii.s  are  (lis\)liiycd  by  hired  .servants. 

On  the  17tli  day,  Poum  .isaiiimi  or  the  ccrc-moiiy  ofali- 
liilion  is  performed,  aiui  llie  lioiise,  ehallles,  ite.  are  pnri- 
lied,  and  on  the  IHili  day  the  members  of  the  family 
bathe,  aflcr  beini;  anointed  with  oil.  Now,  in  llie  eerliiiii 
hope  tliiil  the  siml  of  the  deceased  enjoys  llie  heaven 
of  Clnindi-u  and  will  after  a  season  enter  the  body  of  it 
Hrahinin  and  bo  renowned  for  li.'.irnini;  and  \>ioly,  they 
rL»t  Iromlhcir  labors  so  far  as  the  deceased  is  concerned.* 

The  secondday  after  the  liiiininu,  the  son  and  other  near  rola- 
lifiiis  of  thedereased  proceed  to  the  spot  for  the  purpose  of  makiiii; 
oblalions  of  dilferent  kinds  of  rousted  grain,  ilressod  on  the  spot, 
and  of  ilividin'i  a  cocoanut  into  eqiinl  parts,  which  is  termc'd  "  kii-_ 
d'ttukiralii."  Tliis  beinj;  cunclude.l,  they  ii.ither  up  the  ashes  of 
the  funeral  pile,  and  puttiii);  them  in  a  copper  vessel  place  it  on 
the  head  of  the  nearest  akin  ;  thoy  then  depart  in  solemn  proces- 
sion  to  soiuo  tank  or  lake,  and  throw  them  into  it. 

.\t  the  expiration  of  I'oity  days,  or  whenever  it  suits  the  conve- 
nience cf  the  party,  it  is  incuuilienl  on  the  same  relative  lo  apply 
to  the  Brahmin,  aiid  have  the  obsi'ouies  called  "  karmaiidiniin" 
performed  to  his  manes.  It  is  as  follows  :— A  pandal  is  creeled  in 
a  solitary  aardeu  upon  four  poles,  decoraleil  w:th  while  cloth, 
[jreen  bo'uifhs,  and  flowers.  Under  this  pandal  the  Brahmin  se- 
lected a  level  space,  besmearing  it  with  c'ow-dunj;,  and  forniiu;j; 
squares  on  it,  similar  to  a  chess  table,  with  various  coloured  pow- 
ders. Nine  copper  vessels  called  c/iembon,  piled  one  overthe  other 
and  wonuvl  round  with  silk  are  placed  near  these  squares,  and  a  co- 
coanut streaked  with  turmeric  is  laid  on  the  top  of  the  upper  vessel. 
After  the  vessels  are  thus  arranged,  the  Brahmin  makes  an  clKgy 
of  kusa  I'rass  and  places  it  on  a  bier  of  the  same  material  ■  all  of 
which  l7ein{j  concluded,  the  relations  bring  out  from  the  house  of 
the  deceased  a  triangular  piece  of  brick,  which  has  been  consecrat- 
ed to  the  deceased  on  the  night  preceding,  under  a  canopy  of  white 
cloth,  accompanied  by  music  of  all  sorts,  chanks,  tomtoms,  &c., 
and  place  that  also  near  the  squares.  A  wooden  mortar  and  nestle 
is  next  put  at  the  entrance  of  the  pandal,  which  some  one  of  the  re- 
lations beats  at  intervals  cliiring  the  whole  period  of  this  external 
form  of  their  religion.  The  sin,  or  any  one  else  upon  whom  the 
conducting  of  this  ceremony  has  devolved,  has  a  string  put  across 
his  shoulders,  and  w  :ars  a  ring  of  kusa  grass  on  the  little  finger  of 
his  right  hand  ;  neiiher  of  which  he  can  remove  nntil  every  thing 
is  coiicliiderl,  as  they  are  considered  symbols  of  his  having  bound 
himsels  by  oath  to  conduct  them.  When  all  these  preliminaries 
are  adjusted,  the  Brahmin  kindles  the  sacrilicial  fire  in  a  manner 
similar  to  thatwaich  is  practised  on  occasions  of  marriage,  and  a;'- 
ter  mikin"  oblations  of  rice  mixed  with  milk,  curds  and  butter, 
the  eSTigv  L  burnt,  and  the  aihes  carefully  gathered  up  and  thrown 
into  a  tank.  They  then  return  to  the  piudal,  and  tonning  a  pro- 
cession convey  the  piece  of  brick  a,ready  mcntioneil  to  a  river,  or 
any  running  water,  and  there  throw  it  in;  after  which  they  im- 
merse themselves  in  the  same  water  once  or  twice,  and  return  to 
their  respective  dwellings  iu  their  wet  clothes. 


The  End  of  the  First  Book  of  Soodra. 
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HINDOO  CASTES. 

To  be  publlshcil  by  E.  A.  KouniGLEs  in  September  next 

THK  SECOND  BOOK  OF  BRAMA 

No.  5. 

VIDEKEL    BRA M INS 

containing;  tl»e  Funeral  Rites  of  the  Smartah  Bkaiimins,  and  an  llistoricul 
account  of  the  X'lnr.UKL  Bkahmins,  which  will  be  embellished  with  three 
roloured  Plates — viz. 

A  Funeral  Procession  (Smartah  Brahmin.) 
A  full  fijifure  of  a  Braniiny  Widow. 
A  full  figure  of  a  Videkel  Brahmin. 

The  first  four  Numbers  of  this  work  may  be  had  of  the  Publisher  at  Vepery, 
near  the  Vepery  Church,  or  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Pharoaii — Mount  Road. 

Price  of  the  first  3  Numbers — 4  Rupees  each, 
do.  4th Number — 2— 14  Annas. 

"  A  work  is  proceeding  out  of  Mr.  Pharoah's  Press,  entitled  "  An  Histori- 
cal Account  of  the  Natives  of  British  India,"  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Rodiugues  ;  with 
numerous  coloured  Litliograpiis — ibis  is  really  a  work  of  considerable  merit." 
— Madras  Journal  of  liiterature  and  Science, — June  1838. 


HINDOO    castes-Extra  number. 

To  be  published  by  E.  A.  Rodrigues  in  September  next. 

The    "RAMAYANAM" 

or  Remains  of  "  Bod-hayanah" — and  the  "  Bhishma  Parvam"  or  Sixth  Book 
of  the  "  Mahabharat'  translated  from  Sanscrit,  by  a  Gentleman  of  the  Ben- 
gal Civil  Service,  now  deceased  ;  with  Explanatory  and  Critical  Nutes. 

The  work  will  be  embellished  with  a  few  Plates,  descriptive  of  the  principal 
personages  in  the  Poem  and  their  feats. 

Intending  Subscribers  to  the  above  works  are  respectfully  requested  to  for- 
ward their  orders  as  early  as  practicable  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Phakoah — Mount 
Road,  or  to  the  Publisher  at  Vepery. 

Price  to  Subscribers — 3  Rupees  per  copy,  plain  Plates, 
do.    to  Non-subscribers.  31       do.         do.         do. 
Copies  with  coloured  Plates  o  Rupees. 

iS5"  Subscribers  to  the  work  on  "  Hindoo  Castes,"  shall  have  copies  of  the 
"  Ramayanam"  at  Rupees  3 — 12  per  copy,  with  coloured  Plates. 

M.ADR.xs,  Jiilj/  1838. 
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